








THE 
Mafsachusetts 
MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 


le £ + 2 v— 





APRIL, 1807. [Vol. IV. 


Saatehiemaiandll 





No. 11. ] 


——— 








ne 


2 





Biography. 


MEMOIR OF REV. GILBERT TENNENT. 
(Concluded from p. 365.) 


‘ A S a preacher, few equalled him in his vigorous days. His 
reafoning powers were ftrong ; his expreflion nervous and 
often fublime; his ftyle flowery and diffufive; his manner of ad- 
drefs warm and pathetic, fuch as muft convince his audience that 
he was in earneft; and his voice clear and commanding. Ina 
word, all things confpired to make him a judicious, zealous, pop- 
ular, and pungent preacher. With admirable dexterity he deteét- 
ed the bold prefumer, difcovered the vanity of his confidence, and 
expofed the formal hypocrite to his own view. * 
‘Did 


** The Reverend Mr. Prince of Boston, a minister eminent both for 
deep learning and exemplary piety, in his Christian History, page 384, 
says of Mr. Tennent, ‘In private converse with him, I found him to be a 
man of learning ; free, gentle, and condescending ; and from his own va. 
rious exnerience, reading the most eminent writers on experimental di. 
vinity, as well as the Scriptures, and conversing with many who had been 
awakened by his ministry in New-Jersey, he seemed to have as deep an ac- 
quaintance with the experimental part of religion, as any I have conversed 
with, and his preaching was as searching and rousing as ever I heard.’ 
And, in page 390, he says, ‘His (Mr. Tennent’s) laying open their many 
vain and secret shifts and refuges, counterfeit resemblances of grace, de- 
lusive and damning hopes, their utter impotence and impending danger of 
destruction; whereby they found all their hopes and refuges of lies to fail 
them, and themselves exposed. to eternal ruin, unable to help themselves, 
and in a lost condition. This searching preaching was the suitable and 
principal means of their conviction.’ : 
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‘ Did he fet himfelf to alarm the fecure finner? Hell from be- 
neath was laid open before him, and,deftruction had no covering ; 
while the heavens above gathered blacknefs, and a tempeft of wrath 
feemed ready to be hurled on the guilty head. Many a finner 
has trembled, the vifage of his countenance changed, and his knees have 
fmitten one againjt another, while this man of God reafoned of right- 
eoufne/s, temperance, and the judgment to come. To this purpofe the 
reverend, learned, and pious Mr. Prince fpeaks of him, in his 
Chriftian Hiftory, page 385. ¢ He feemed to have fuch a lively view 
of the Divine Majelty; the fpirituality, purity, extenfivenefs, and 
frictnefs of his law, with his glorious holinefs,and difpleafure at fin ; 
his juftice, truth, and power in punifhing the damned; that the 
very terrors of God feemed to arife in his mind afrefh, when he 
difplayed and brandithed them in the eyes of unreconciled finners.’ 

* Did he comfort the mourners in Zion, and encourage the tim- 
orous and felf-difident? the atoning blood of a Redeemer, that 
only fovereign balfam, was applied to their recent or feftering 
wounds. Heaven fmiled, the clouds difpelled, the fky became 
ference, the Almighty God was fhown to be their refuge, and underneath 
were the everlafling arms. Then his exhilarating words dropped up- 
on them like the dew. 

‘As his preaching was rightly calculated, fo God bleffed it a- 
bundantly, and made him the inftrument of turning many to 
righteoufnefs. The feals of his’ miniftry in New-Brunfwick, and 
parts adjacent, where he firft exereifed it, were very numerous. 
Many have I known, in thofe and in other parts where he only 
preached occafionally, whofe piety was unqueftioned, who owned 
him for their fpiritual father. Many alfo, I have heard of in dif- 
ferent places. * ? j 

n 


* Nothing in Mr. Tennent’s life was more remarkable and memorable, 
than the preaching tour which he took through the New-England States, 
in the close of the year 1740, and beginning of 1741. To this journey, if 
the compiler of this memoir has been rightly informed, he was importu- 
nately urged by the celebrated Mr. Whitefield. However this might be, 
Mr. Tennent went forth ‘in the spirit and power of Elias.’? Nor were the 
habiliments in which he appeared very different from those which distin- 
guished John the baptist. A loose great-coat, girt about him with a leath- 
ern girdle, was the dress in which he commonly went into the pulpit ; and 
which, in connexion with his large stature, grave aspect, and undrest na- 
tural hair, gave him the appearance of much dignity and simplicity. He 
would never admit that there was any thing very peculiar in his preach- — 
ing, during this journey. An eminently pious woman told the writer of 
this, that she once asked Mr. Tennent what there was, in the matter or 
manner of his addresses at this time, that produced such a wonderful and 
irresistible effect. His answer was—‘ Madam I had very little todo with 
it. I didnot preach better than common—perhaps not so well: for I was 
often much fatigued with travelling, and had little time to collect or ar- 
range my thoughts. But I went into the pulpit and spoke as well as I 
could, and God taught the people.’ This was, no doubt, a simple state- 
ment ofthe fact. Nothing but the power of God could have produced the 
astonishing effects which followed from his preaching. Formality ia re- 
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In his journey through New-England, a. p. 1740-1, multitudes 
were given him for his joy arid crown. This was teftified by many 
eminent minifters of Chrift in Bofton, and other parts, who far from 
envying, rejoiced in the grace given to him; and, unmoved by 
felfifh principles, honoured him the more. Particularly the afore. 
mentioned excellent Mr. Prince, in his Chriftian Hiftory, page 390, 
after fhowing the nature of genuine convictions of fin by the Ho- 
ly Spirit, fays, ‘ Such was the conviétions wrought in many hun- 
dreds in this town by Mr. Tennent’s fearching miniftry ; and fuch 
was the cafe of thofe many {cores of feveral other congregations 
as well as mine, who came to me and others for direction under 
them.’ Much more to the fame purpofe may be feen in the afore- 
faid hiftory. So highly didit pleafe God to honour this his faith- 
ful fervant, not only in blefling him, but making him a public 
bleffing. , 

‘ As he lived to the Lord, his death was his unfpeakable gain ; 
and his being confcious of it made him ardently with for the pleaf- 
ing hour when he would enter into the joy of his Lord. So the hire- 
ling carneflly defires the foade, the retreat from his wearifome labour, 
He had an habitual, unfhaken aflutance of his intereft in redeem- 
ing love, for the fpace of more than forty years: but above eight 
days before his death, he got a more clear and feeling fenfe of it 
ftill. And though he lamented that he had done fo little for God, 
and that his life had been comparatively fo unprofitable, yet he 
triumphed in the grace of Jefus Chrift, who had pardoned all his 

~ fins; 


ligion existed in a large part of the region through which he travelled, but 
the power of vital godliness was ina great measure fled; and in some 
places profligate impiety prevailed and triumphed. This journey of Mr, 
Tennent was the beginning of a wonderful and general change for the bet- 
ter, the effects of which, it is believed, remain in a degree, to this day. 
People of every description, the rude and the learned, the rich and the poor, 
were almost equally touched under the powerful discourses of this apostol- 
ic man.—In the funeral sermon of the Revd. Dr, Sproat the author tells 
us, that the Doctor gave the following account of his conversion. _ 

‘His own relation to me, of the circumstance here alluded to, was 
nearly thus. Mr. Gilbert Tennent, the founder of our church, in his:me- 
morable tour through the eastern states, preached, among other places, at 
the college, whezc I then was—a careless unthinking youth. I had nev- 
er seen or known of him before. But the power of God seemed to 
with him wherever he went, and the first sermen that heard him deliver 
made impressions on my soul that have never been effaced.’ It is pleas- 
ing to remark and remember such a circumstance as this :—To observe 
how one faithful minister of the gospel is made instrumental in raising up 
another, and of providing himself with an immediate and pious successor, 
in a place far distant from the scene of his stated ministrations. As this 
event also happened a considerable space before the congregation of which 
they both had the charge, and which was so dear to both, was organized 
or collected, we are led to observe how the great Head of the church takes 
care for its supply and edification beyond the utmost reach of human views; 
and that a laborious servant of Jesus Christ may perform some ofhis most 
essential services at a time, and in a manner wholly unknown to himself,’ 
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fins; and faid his affurance was built upon the Scriptures, and 
was more firm than the fun and moon. | Surely brethren, Jefus 
Chrift gave you of this Congregation a valtly. precious gift, the 
fruit of his merits and interceffion, when he ggnt you a Pafor af- 
ter bis own heart, to whom he vouchfafed his gracious prefence, 
that he might feed you with knowledge and underftanding. His have 
ing been fuch, thould excite you the more clofely and ferioufly to. | 
examine how his miniftry has beenimproved. Are there yet fome 
in the gall of bitternefs, in darknefs and fecurity, after all his clear, 
fearching, alarming, and animating fermons? Hear the awful 
judgment of Chrift himfelf upon fuch a cafe as this, in Mat. xi. 23, 
and thou Capernaum, which art exalted to heaven, fhall be brought down 
to bell : for the better adapted the miniftry was, the guilt of neg- 
lecting it is the more aggravated, 

‘ Here he now lies; his lips, fealed in death, will never warm, 
invite, or perfuade you any. more. - But from hence he will arife 
at the laft day, and be a fwift witnefs againft the carelefs and im- 
penitent, whoheard his exhortations, but regarded them not. Think, 
finner, how thou wilt bear to fee him who fo earneftly ftrove to 
bring thee to glory, when he jhall fhine as the brightne/s of the fir- 
mament ; and thou ari/eft to fhame and everlafting contempt. 

‘But for you who have been either converted, comforted, or 
helped on in your Chriftian courfe, by his miniftry ; you will have 
a moft jayful meeting with him in the prefence of the Lord. O 
what triumph ! What mutual congratulations will be there! All 
hail, happy faints! You fhall fhine in glory with him, and pafs in 
company to that houfe of God not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. May God grant you, brethren, another paftor of equal 
talents, fidelity, piety, and zeal; and forbid that any, but one 
whom he approves, fhould ever be intrufted with the care of your 
fouls ! 

*On this occafion, I beg leave to fay, that the very generous 
_refpecét you have manifefted to the memory of your once dear and 
venerable minifter, fets you in a.very amiable point of light ; and 
is a rational encouragement to any other man of. God, cheer- 
fully to take the overfight of you in the Lord.’ 

Such is the account given by Dr. Finley of one whom he tho- 
roughly knew and tenderly loved. ‘The limits to which we are 
confined forbid the infertion of fome of the private letters of Mr. 
Tennent, which would have exhibited'a moft favourable view of 
the habitual and fervent piety of his mind. 

But as itis fcarcely noticed by Dr. Finley, and yet forms an 
interelting part of the life and charaéer of Mr. Tennent, we mul 
not omit the alive part which he took both in dividing and unit- 
ing the Prefbyterian Church, It has already been hinted that Mr. 
Whitefield and Mr. Tennent were conne¢ted in their views and la- 
bours. The limits and the preaching of Whitefield were ftridly 

Calviniftic ; 














1807;} Memoirs of Rev. Gilbert Tennent. 405 
Calviniftic ; but he indulged a feverity in fpeaking of thofe who he 
fuppofed departed’ from the fpirit of evangelical truth, as well as 
an impetuofity in his general conduét, in early life, which, with a 
candour that did him the higheft honour, he afterwards both con- 
demned and reformed. This too was precifely the fyftem and 
charaGer of Mr. Tennent. The union of two fuch ardent fpirits 
was calculated to urge them farther than either would otherwife 
have gone, The evil was greatly augmented by the oppofition 
which they both met with. Whitefield was fo coldly or fo harfhly 
treated by a great ,part of his own church, that he more readily 
aflociated with other denominations of Chriftians, and particularly 
with the Prefbyterians. They, at this time, and efpecially in this 
country, were ftriély Calviniftic in their creed ; but there were 
many, both among the clergy and the laity, who, there was too much 
reafon to believe, were little better than mere formalifts in reli- 
gion. All thefe, without exception, were violently oppofed to 
itefield and to Tennent, who fupported him ; and they in their 
zeal probably reprefented a number of prudent and pious men, who 
only wifhed to moderate their vehemence, as poffefling no better 
a charaéter than thofe who at heart were enemies to the truth. 
The confequence of all this was, that in a fhort time the Synod 
of Philadelphia was fplit into two parts, each of which ereéted itfelf 
into a feparate fynod, and for feveral years treated each other with 
great feverity and cenforioufnefs. After fome time, however, good 
men on both fides became fenfible of the error they had commit- 
ted ; and efpecially Mr. Tennent, as he had been principally con- 
cerned in promoting the feparation, now laboured with the great- 
eft zeal and induftry to heal the breach. His longeft and moft e. 
laborate publication, entitled, “ The Peace of Ferufalem,” was upon 
this fubject—Nor did he labour without fuccefs. The fynods 
were again happily united in the year 1758, and both parties hav. 
ing profited by the controverfy, the church at large was probably 
referved in greater purity, peace, and order thanif no alienation 
ad ever taken place. The whole tranfattion ferved ftrongly to 
mark and illuftrate the chara¢ter of Mr. Tennent, in whom an ar- 
dent love to what he conceived to be the truth always triumphed 
over every other concern, over all confiderations of a merely per- 
fonal kind. He was the head of his party both in receding and 
advancing ; and he, was prepared to do either, without fear or hefi- 
tation, juft as he thought the interefts of truth and piety required, 
His congregation, who were much devoted to him, placed a 
monumental ftone over his grave in the broad aifle of his church, 
which his friend Dr. Finley infcribed with an epitaph in claffic Lat- 
ine He was thrice married, but had no iflue, except by his laf 
wife. By her he had a fonand a daughter, who died in early life, 
One. daughter ftill furvives. Affembly’s Mag. 
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Religious Communications. 


ON LUKEWARMNESS IN RELIGION. 


In a Letter to a Friend, dated, March 13, 1807. 


My dear Friend, 


YOURS of January 11th, I have received. I read it with 
fatisfaction, and hope to advantage ; if not, the fault is my own. 
But whether fome parts of its contents have a very ftrong claim 
upon my belief, may, 1 apprehend, be reafonably queftioned. The 
glow of affection which you exprefs towards your God and Sa- 
viour ; the energy with which you exprefs a fenfe of your un- 
worthinefs and guilt, and of the wonderful mercy of God ex- 
tended to your foul, feem hardly confiftent with “ the real ftate 
of a lukewarm Chriftian.”?’ That you appear to yourfelf, howev- 
er, to be in a lukewarm and languid frame of foul, in a religious 
view, I doubt not. Nor is it to be doubted that your religious af- 
fections (admitting them to be of the right kind) are far from 
poffefling that fervency and vigour which they ought to poffefs, 
You have undoubtedly much occafion to lament and bewail before 
God, that your love to him is fo weak and feeble, your zeal for 
his naméand caufe fo languid ; that your heart is fo hard and in- 
fenfible, your affections fo cold and wandering, your devotion fo 
fluggifh and unanimated, and your progrefs in the new and di- 
vine life fo flow and imperceptible. Who, my dear friend, that 
has ever tafted that the Lord is gracious, and has any fenfe of his 
obligation to do all things to the divine glory, but finds abundant 
occafion for making thefe things the fubjeé& of deep lamentation ! 
How much occafion have we to cry with bleeding hearts, ** Wo 
is me, for | am undone! Unclean, unclean, guilty, guilty! I ab- 
hor myfelf, and repent in duft and afhes. God be merciful to me 
afinner. Lord fave me; I perifh.}” But is this a juft defcription 
of our views and feelings? If fo,.may we not reafonably hope, 
that notwithftanding we are indeed unipeakably unworthy, infin- 
itely vile and abominable; that notwith{tanding the awful fenfe 
we may have of our lukewarmnefs, ftupidity and deadnefs, yet 
that God, in fome meafure, beholds us with a favourable eye; 
that we are the fubjects of his pardoning mercy, and that we are 
not altogether indifferent and lifelefs in a religious view! Immerfe 
your hand in water which is lukewarm, and little or no fenfation 
will be excited. Nor is the lifelefs body capable of fenfation or 
feeling. If we feel, and painfully feel, as if we were lukewarm and 
even dead ina religious view, does not this circumftance furnifh 
evidence that it is, in fome degree at leaft, otherwife with us ? 


You 











1807. | On Lukewarmness. 407 


You exprefs a wifh that I would “give you a fketch of the 
real ftate of a lukewarm and languid Chriftian.” In compliance 
with this requeft, a /Retch will be attempted. Had I the ability to 
do more, opportunity will allow me to fay only a few general 
things on the fubjec. 

The lukewarm and languid Chriftian, I apprehend, holds the 
great and difltinguifhing doétrines of our holy religion in lower ef- 
timation than he ufed to do, when in a more lively and vigorous 
frame of mind. The real Chriftian is in fome good degree ac- 
quainted in fpeculation with thefe doétrines; and fo far ashe poffeffes 
the Chriftian temper, his heartis reconciled to them, and they appear 
to him important and interefting. The lively and growing Chrif- 
tian very highly appreciates the great and diltinguifhing do@rines 
of the gofpel. They appear to him exceedingly important and 
precious. He binds them to his heart, and he earneftly, though 
with meeknefs, contends for them. And this, I apprehend, will 
always ‘be the cafe, fo long as he continues fervent in fpirit and to 
grow in grace. But no fooner does his fervour abate and his re- 
ligious affections become languid, than thefe doétrines appear lefs 
important, interefting and precious. He now does not fee their 
beauty and glory as he formerly did. He does not feel their in- 
fluence upon his foul, nor that zeal and engagednefs to avow and 
to maintain them, as in times paft. This I conceive to be.one 
trait in the charatter of a lukewarm and languid. Chriftian. 

Another trait in the character of a lukewarm and languid 
Chriftian is an increafing attachment to things of a worldly na- 
turé. When the foul of the Chriftian is in health and profpers, it 
rifes, as on the wings of love and devotion, above the damp and 
noxious regions of fenfe ; it mounts to heaven and arrives even 
at the feat of God. Bleffed, delightful elevation! Difengaged, as 
it were, from the world, the foul now holds converfe with hea- 
venly inhabitants. Worldly things, as they really are, appear 
now unfatisfying and vain. The alluring charms which they 
once exhibited are faded, and in a great meafure have taken their 
flight. When it is thus with the Chriftian, he can feelingly fay, 
« Whom have I in heaven but God, and there is none on earth I 
defire befides him. My foul follows hard after God. O how 
love I thy law! I found thy words and I did eat them, and they 
are the joy and rejoicing of my heart.” Now his converfation is 
in heaven. He fpeaks often to others concerning the things 
which pertain to the kingdom of God. Religious converfation is 
his meat and drink; yea, more than his neceflary food, while 
worldly fubjeés, but little, comparatively, occupy his attention ; 
and all light, frivolous, unedifying converfation, when it ftrikes 
his ear, gives pain to his foul. Such is the charaéter of the live- 
ly, flourifhing Chriftian. But when in a lukewarm and languid 
Rate, the pinions* of his love .and devotion are clipped, oa “ 
— inks 
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finks down from his elevated height to the lower regions of fenf. 
Worldly objeéts allure his eye and faften on his affe@tions. 
He feels a difpofition to conform to the world in its vaitt, frivo- 
lous and finful purivits: And alas! how far does his p¥attice 
conform to this vitiated difpofition. Although the world has 
not his undivided affection and purfuit; yet his attachment to, 
and purfuit after it become ftrong and eager: He ts now much 
lefs difpofed to feafon his fpeech with falt, than formerly. His 
converfation too frequently turns on worldly, eating and vain 
objects; and when he begins or joins in converfation of a heaven- 
ly nature, he feels but litthe animatiow and engagednefs ; and to 
maintain fuch converfation for any length of time, is irkfome to 
his feelmgs. © unhappy fituation! and yet the Inkewarm 
Chriftian but little realizes and laments it. _ é 

Another trait in the character of the lukewarm and languid 
Chrittian, I fhould fay, confifts in a formal and lifelefs difcharge 
of religious and devotional exercifes. ‘The animated and lively 
Chriftian is anxious to fill up his time with duty, and his duty 
with holy warmth and energy. He. delights in the holy Sab- 
bath, and reverences the fanctuary of his God. He hears the 
word with joy, reeeives it with meeknefs and love, and is a zeal- 
ous doer of the fame. He not only reads the Scriptures with 
diligence, but he makes them his counfellor and the guide of his 
conduct. Prayer is the breath and life of his foul. His mouth 
is filled with arguments, and he prays with all prayer and with- 
out ceafing. Not only for himfelf, his family, friends and con- 
nexions, but for his enemies and for Zion’s profperity he pours 
out his foul to God in ftrong cries and fervent fupplications, an 
even with groanings which eannot be uttered. Not fatisfied 
with prefent attainments, he preffes. forward, in the difcharge of 
duty in general, toward the mark of Chriftian perfection, and with 
holy zeal endeavours to take the “ kingdom of heaven by foree.”” 


_ Butevery different from this is the charaéter and condudt of the 


lukewarm and languid Chriftian. He has loft, in a great mea~ 
fure, his firft love, engagednefs and zeal. As formerly, he does 
not now with animation, exercife himfelf unto godlinefs. He is 
now, in a great degree, a ftranger to that high fatisfaction and 


delight, which he once enjoyed in the duties of religions That 


fweet enjoyment which he once realized in the houfe and worfhip 
of God, in reading the Scriptures, in prayer, &c. he but feldom, 
if ever finds. Alas, how greatly is it abated! perhaps almoft en- 
tirely gone; fadly gone! Befides, he feels a backwardnefs and 
repugnance to that prompt, regular and frequent performance 
of religious duties, which he ofice practifed, and is perhaps glad 
to find fome pretext or excufe, however trifling, for neglecting 
them. However he does not wholly neglect, yet he performs 
them with lefs frequency, and comparatively in a formal and life- 


lefs 
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lefs manner. . While he maintains the mutilated form, he but lit- 
tle feels the animating power of godlinefs, Alas! how comfort- 
lefs, how fad is the fituation of the lukewarm, languid Chrif- 
tian ! 

.Atiother trait in the charaéter of fuch a Chriftian, I fhould 
fay, is an unwillingnefS to acknowledge his faults or errors. 
The humble and lively Chriftian is difpofed, as occafion 
may require, to confefs-his faults to others; and this he does 
without conftraint and with a ready mind. When the righteous 
reprove him for an error, it is to him as an excellent oil ; and 
what a {weet fatisfa@ion does he feel in a frank and humble con- 
feffion! But with the lukewarm Chriftian the cafe is far different. 
Reproof, when faithfully adminiftered, will be as “ fmoke to his 
eyes and vinegar to his teeth.” Nor will lie, unfrequently, difcov- 
er the difturbance of his mind. Should he not exhibit tokens of 
real refentment, yet he will endeavour to palliate, perhaps to julfti- 
fy his errors by unreafonable. apologies and unjultifiable excufes. 
He will, perhaps, infinuate, that he is anfwerable to God only for 
his coriduét ; that the office of reproof does not well become men 
of like paffions with himfelf; that the beam ought firft to be caft 
out of the eye_o \the reprover, and that the phyfician would do 
wifely in curing himfelf. He will be difpofed to view and fpeak 
of his lukewarmnefs and languor in religion, as the tranquil calm 
of rational piety, and his finful conformity to the world as that 
friendly and benevolent intercourfe, which is calculated to recom- 
mend the love and praétice of religidn to others. Bit fhould he 
confefs his faults, he will be likely to fpeak of them as ,/mall fins, 
as inadvertent deviations frotn duty, and as frailties infeparadle from 
the eft of men. Such, 1 apprehend, are the views, feelings and 
condud& of the lukewarm Chriftian with relation to his faults or 
errors. 

_I would fay, once more, that the lukewarm and langiiid Chrif: 
tian is lefs fearful of, and lefs watchful againft temptations, than 
when he was in alively and vigorous ftate. Then temptations td 
fin exhibited to his mind a formidable afpeé&t. He contemplated 
them with feat and trembling. With much earneftnefs he prayer- 
fully befought God, “ Lead me not into temptation, but deliver 
ime from sil Suffer me not to be tefnpted above what I ain able 
- fo bear; but with the temptation alfo, make a way to efcape, 
that I may be able to beat it.” To prayér he added lieedful cir- 
cumfpection and watchfulnefs, His eyes, his ears, his tongue, and 
indeed every aventte to temptation, he guarded with anxious and 
ftudious cate. Fearful of getting on forbidden ground, he was 
carefiil not to a proach its borders. Senfible that even one finner 
might deéltre y fick good, he was cateful “not to walk in the 
counfel of the ungodly, nor to ftand in the way of finners, gor to 
fit in the feat.of the fcornful.” When fuch charatters enticed, he 
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refolutely refufed his confent. In a word, it was his great and 
watchful concern, not only to keep from evil, but even from the 
appearance of evil. But now his watchfulnefs and circumfpecion 
are relaxed. He needlefsly expofes himfelf to various tempta- 
tions ; hears idle, frothy, and corrupting converfation, and wit- 
neffes diffipated and finial practices, with lefs difapprobation and 
horror than he did in times paft. He parleys with Atle fins, in- 
fenfibly gets on forbidden ground, perhaps falls afleep, is appre- 
hended by giant de/pair, thrown into the difmal dungeon of douby- 
ing caftle, from which he will never be liberated, but by the fpecial 
interpofitton of the grace and mercy of God § nor wntil he has re- 
feived many maims and bruifes by his mercilefs enemy. 

Thus, my dear friend, I have endeavoured to “ give you a 
fketch of the real ftate of a lukewarm atid languid Chriltian.” 
While [ apprehend, from the tenor of your letter, it-is but little 
applicable to yourfélf, I am conftrained to acknowledge, that 
my own chara@er (if I have any claim to that of the Chriftian) 
has but too juftly been delineated. If a Chriltian, indeed, alas ! 
how lukewarm, how languid! And fhould, you, in truth, make 
the fame acknowledgment with relation to Yourfelf; alas, how 


‘unhappy, how criminal is our fituation! Ifsreal Chriftians, how 


much, my friend, has God done for us, and in how many ways 
has he laid us under the frongeft obligations to love him with all 
the heart, ftrength and underftanding, and to devote ourfelves 
without referve to his fervice! How highly offenfive, then, muft 
our lukewarmnefs and languor in religion be to the pure eyes of 
his holinefs! Is not God difpleafed ; does he not frown upon us, 
and in a great meafure withdraw from us the cheering light, of 
his countenance and the joys of his falvation? Criminal, unhappy, 
wretched fituation! How great is our obligation to aroufe from 
our fpiritual lethargy, fo far as we have fallen into that ftate, and 
to recover our firft love, en agednefs and zeal! How powerful 
are the motives, thus to excite us! the enjdéyment of God's fa- 
vourable prefence and loving kindnefs, delightful communion 
with Chriftian friends, the unfpeakable confolations of religion, 
the honour of holy profefitons, and the bet good of preciousfouls. 
How weighty are thefe confiderations! I.ow deeply ought they 
to imprefs our minds, faften on our affections, fttmulate our 
zeal, and excite us to a holy fervour in the fervice of God our 
Saviour! — 2 3 

Let it be our firlt, our great care to love the Bible as an invalua- 
ble treafare, read it with more frequency, with prayerful attention, 
and bind its facred and blefled contents to our hearts. Let us 
with wonder refle& on what God has done for our fouls, and how 
great our obligation is to him. Let us ftir up ooreety 


. es to {peak 
more frequently on the great things pertaining to Zion, and to 


fir up others. Let us refle& on our lukewarmnelfs and languor 
Pe 
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in religion ; bemoan our fituation before God as in duft and 
afhes, praying with all prayer that he would abundantly fhéd 
abroad his love in our fouls, enkindle our affeétions to a heavenly 
ardour, lift upon us the light of his countenance, and reflore to 
us the joys of his quickening Spirit. Thus, my dear friend, let us 
be up and doing, with all our might ; thus let us pray and faint 

not. And, O! may our sNedaal ferent prayers avail much. 
With fentiments of efteem, and with my beft wifhes that the 
above obfervations may be inftrumental to, your quickening, com- 
fort and growth in grace, I am, &c, | : fi 
: | N——_E. 


~~ 


THE CAVILLER ANSWERED. _. 

‘© WHY doth he yet find fault, for who hath refifted his will 2” 
This is.a queftion put.into the. mouth of an objector again the 
abfolute fovereignty and univerfal agency of God. — In the chap- 
ter, containing this:reply againit, God, the apottle clearly and ful- 
ly maintains the fentiment, that God, by his determinate counfel 
and irrefiftible agency forms, the :moral charaéers of his crea- 
tures as he pleafes.. From the examples of Efau and Pharaoh, 
the apoftle deduces this general inference, “‘ Therefore hath he 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hare 
deneth.” Again‘ this folemn dodrine.a caviller is, introduced 
with this criminating queftion, ‘ Why doth he yet find fault,” &c. 
. Though the infpired penman, puts the objector to filence. with 
the confideration, that God has the fame right to difpofe of his 
creatures, that the potter has of his clay; yet it may not be im- 
proper to inquire into the reafons, why God condemns finners for 
thofe exercifes of heart, which were produced by his power. The 
queftion of the objector amounts to this ; “ Why,am | blamed 
for doing what God before determined I fhould do?” For it will 
be eafy to anfwer the queftion, “ Why doth he yet, find fault?” 
if it. can only be fhown why the finner is blamed for doing thofe 
wicked aétions, which were divinely foreordained. All will 
agree, that if the finner really be blameable, God may juflly find 
fault with him, That which fhows the. finner to be in reality 
blameable, fhows the righteoufnefs of God in finding fault... 

Why then are finners blamed.for ating as they do under the 
purpofe and agency of God? ay 

1. They are not blamed merely becaufe they do not wif to 
have hearts different from what they poffefs. The blameworthi- 
nefs of a wicked heart does not confit in the want of a with to 
have a good heart. Admitting that the wicked never do defire, 
or with to be otherwife, than they are ; yet the want of this with 
is not that, in which confifts the criminality of their hard hearts. 
For the want of fuch a wifh is a mere nothing, and poffefles no 
qualities. 
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qualities. But though the finner have ever fo ftrong a with ta 
obtain a good heart; yet this wifh can neither remove the im- 
‘penitent heart, nor its ill defert. Whatever be the wifh of the fin- 
ner about himfelf, he may ftill be a guilty, hell-deferving crea- 
ture ; and he moft certainly is fuch, as long qs his hard heart re- 
mains. For the ill defert of fuch a heart lies not in wifhes diftiné 
from the heart, nor in the want of them. | 
2. Nor are finners to be blamed becaufe they have power to 
poffefs good hearts. It muft be admitted that a power to do 
wrong, or put forth unholy exercifes, implies a power to do right, 
or put forth holy exercifes. A man, who is capable of finning, 
is capable of being holy. For it requires no more power to put 
forth a right exercife than a wrong one. Now, though impeni- 
tent finners have power to repent, or to poflefs good hearts ; yet 
this power is not that, which conftitutes their criminality.’ For 
“were this the cafe, penitent finners, though perfeétly holy, would 
be criminal ; for they have power tobe Thety: And it is difficult 


“to conceive why that which renders one being blameworthy, 


‘fhould not render another blameworthy alfo.’ Power fimply, or 
capacity, is never an object of blame. Criminality does: indeed 
always imply power; but it in no fenfe confifts either in power or 
“in the abfence of it, | : ‘ 

The criminality of a wicked heart does not confift in any 
fuppofed dependence, or independence of the finner. It is a 
‘truth that finners are abfolutely dependent on God for that heart, 
which renders them worthy of punifhment. But their depen- 
‘dence is not that,.in which confifts their criminality. '-This all 


will be ready to grant; and fome will inauire how blame can 


‘confift with abfolute dependence ? To refolve this, let us fuppofe 
for a moment an impenitent finner, who, as it refpeéts his moral 
exercifes, is abfolutzly independent ; and then ‘afk, in’ what con- | 
fifts the criminality of his hard heart ? Will any fay his criminal- 


“ity confifts in his independence? If fo, then had he put forth 


right inftead of wrong exercifes, he would ftill have been blamea- 
ble, had he retained his independence; for independence is that 
“by the fuppofition, in which his blameworthinefs .confifts. But 
‘this is contradiftory and abfurd. The criminality of an inde- 

ndent finner, therefore, confilts in fomething entirely diftiné from 
“his independence: rnd fince an independent finner is not the 
more to be blamed for his independence ; a dependent finner is 


~“not'the lefs to be blamed for his hard heart, though he is in the 
hands of God, as clay in the hands of the potter. Should the 
“firmer, whofe moral exercifes are the produétion of divine power, 
‘ ynftantly ceafe to be dependent, and become the caufe of his own 


-exercifés ; this would not render his impenitence the more crimt- 


. “pal. For the criminality of an impenitent heart does in no fenfe 
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sonfift in the caufe, which produces it, any more than the heat of 
fire and the malignity of a viper confift in their creator or caufe. 

It is now time to fhow, if poffible, ' 

4- Why the &inner is to be blamed for thofe exercifes, which 
God caufes him to put forth. ‘That God does confider and treat 
finners, as if they were to be blamed, is a fact; and that he will 
continue to treat many of them in this manner to eternity is a 
truth, plainly revealed in the Sacred Scriptures. But why is the 
dependent finner to be blamed? Becaufe he does that which is 
wrong. Hedoes evil, He does that which is unreafonable and un- 

in the nature of things, Every rational creature can readily 
paees a fitnefs in loving God, who is good; and he can readi- 
y perceive an unfitnefs in neglecting or hating God. Every ra- 
tional creature can perceive, that the happinefs of the great whole 
is of more importance than the happinefs of a fmall part. And 
accordingly he can perceive, that he ought to prize the happinefs 
of the whole, more than that of a part. He can, therefore, feel 
that he is guilty in efteeming and loving an individual more than 
he does the univerfe of being befide. ,He can feel that his heart 
is net confiftent with the digtates of his reafon. The criminality 
of the finner confifts in the oppofition of his heart to God. The 
areature, who has no relifh, no love for the blefled God, isa prop- 
er object of divine difapprobation and abhorrence. ' Blamewor- 
thinefs, or criminality, means a proper object” of . difapproba- 
tion. Every objeé& is fitted for a peculiar kind of treatment, 
which would he unfuitable to render to an obje& effentially dif- 
ferent. Fire is the proper object for one kind of treatment, and 
water for another. Poifon is the proper obje& for one kind of 
treatment, and food for another. There would be no propriety 
in ufing fire and poifon, like water and food. For this they are 
not fitted. The nature of things remaining the fame, they mutft 
be applied to ufes effentially different. 

Holy creatures are the proper gbjeéts of a peculiar kind of 
treatment ; and unholy creatures are the proper objects of a kind 
of treatment effentially different. If it be fuitable to approve and 


‘delight in holy creatures, then it is fuitable to difapprove and ab- 


hor unholy creatures. If holy beings ought to be made happy, 
unholy beings ought to be made miferable. Every rational be-. 
ing inftantly perceives the propriety of treating effentially differ. 
ent objects in a manner effentially different. It is one of the 
plainelt dictates of reafon, that creatures ought to be applied to 
that ufe, and receive that treatment for which they are refped- 
ively fitted. Being blameable is fuftaining a character, which is 
the proper object of diflike. ‘The reafon why the finner is blamed, 
is becaufe he does that which is wrong ; his exercifes are wicked 
and hateful. And the reafon, why God finds fault with the fin- 
ner for doing thofe actions, which he caufes him to do, is becauf e, 
in 
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in doing thofe actions, the finner. does. evil, -Unlefs, therefore, 
the finner can prove, that a hard, impenitent heart is not evil, and 
jultly forbidden in the divine law, he can never prove that he is 
not a criminal, hell-deferving creature. | 

Hence it appears, that God will be forever amiable in exprefling 
his abhorrence of finners in their final and eternal ruin. Some 
finners at prefent indulge the aftonifhing prefumption to expedt, 
that God will not deftroy them, becaufe it is under his agency 
that their hearts are hardened. But as well might the ragin 
mad dog expect and claim to be careffed with all the fondnefs be- 
{towed upon a good natured lap dog. . As well might the enven- 
omed ferpent expect to be embraced with all the fondnefs which a 
parent beftows upon a beloved child, becayfe he was not the caufe 
of his venomous qualities. Though creatures are never the caufe 
of the qualities, good or evil, which they poffefs ; yet their quali- 
ties are what render them fit for their refpective ufes and final 
conditions. Is a perfon holy ? then he is fitted to enjoy the em- 
ployments of heaven. Isa perfon unholy ? then he is fitted to be 
pis aah miferable in view of the divine charaéter, which he 

iflikes. 

.. Hence the fituation of impenitent finners is extremely alarming. 
They are fitted for perfec wretchednefs. . They are in the hands 
of a holy God; and it is awfully prefumptuous for them to make 
- their dependence a reafon to hope for favour from a fovereign 
God, who forms veffels of wrath with the holy defign of fitting 


them for deftruction. 
ia | . PHILALETHIOS. 


=—— 


A LETTER, 
From a perfon on her death bed to a Miffionary, dated March 5, 1805. 


DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST, : 

I AM yet alive, but am now brought fo low, that I expec every 
day, and every hour to be the laft. OI long for the fummons ta 
come.. Llong to depart and be with Chrift, which is far better. 
My dear Lord has condefcended to’ make all my bed in my fick- 
nefs; but more efpecially within a month paft he has dealt bounti, 
fully with me. My defires have been wonderfully drawn out for 
the enlargement of the dear Redeemer’s kingdom ; and at times 
the Lord has opened my mouth to warn poor finners to flee from 
the wrath to come. O glorious, glorious plan of redemption! I 
feel a ftrong confidence that our bleffed Lord will accomplifh all 
the precious promifes refpecting the latter day glory of the church, 
O I can truft my dear Redeemer; «if I had-a thoufand fouls, [ 
would give them all away to him. At times, I am fo filled with - 
the love of Chrift, that my cup feems to be running over. Ne “ 
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afraid of impatien¢e; I fear I fhall not be willing to wait the 
Lord’s time. But for the moft part, I have no will of my own, 
and I can blefs the Lord that Ihave none. It rejoices me much 
to have a vifit from any of the dear ehildren of God. I feel my 
heart united tothem. ‘They appear the excellent of the earth. [ 
greatly wifh to have a happy fight of you once more ; but if we 
never meet here, I truft we fhall in glory, where we fhall be free 
from all fin. © bleffed freedom ! I rejoice to hear that the Lord 
has blefled your labours on your late miffion. May our glorious 
God make you a polifhed thaft to help build tp Zion’s caufe. 
Go on, and preach the unfearchable riches of Chrift, and may 
converts multiply like the drops of the morning dew., I pray 
God to keep you near himfelf, and make you bold in his caufe. 
I do truft that he daily affords you his prefence. Be not dif- 
couraged, though in the world you have tribulation, for in Jefus 
you will find peace. At timeswhen I have met you at the throne 
of grace on Saturday evenings * [| have enjoyed precious feafons, 
and oftentimes my prayers have been turned into praifes. O that 
precious book, the Bible! that reveals a way of life and falvation 
for poor miferable finners. 1 can call upon all to come, and tafte 
that the Lord is indeed gracious: and that the doétrine of the 
crofs is the beft religion to live, and die by. Death has loft all 
his terrors. 1 can’t be afraid to die; for if God cafts me off he 
will be juft, and what he does with me is juft what I want: for I 
feel fatisfied with whatever he does. I feel pleafed to fee my fieth 
decay. I truft | thall foon pat off this body of death, as it is my 
daily burden. i 

Laft evening I had a {weet refrefhing feafon, after a fevere fit 
of coughing. The 59th hymn of the zd’book was fung, “ Glory 
to God that walks the fky,” &c. 1 felt as if I longed to wing 
away to the holy manfions of my heavenly Father’s Toute, where 
I could praife my bleffed Saviour without interruption or fin. 

| “Clasp’d in my heavenly Father’s arms,, 

I would forget my breath ; | 
And hose my life among the charms 
Of so divine a death.” 

But inftead.of finging myfelf away to everlafting blifs at that 
time, I was enabled as from the borders of eternity to plead with 
my dear grey headed mother and my poor brothers and fifters, to 
get an intereit in Chrift. And God, I truft,, pat words into my 
mouth, and enabled me to.come near their:confciences. O I fhould 
be willing to fuffer any thing, if I could be the means of the falva- 
, tion of one precious foul.. But I can leave all creatures in the 
hands of God.  Blefled be his name, he knows what to do with 
every thing. -O it is fweet.to leave all. my cares with my —7 

| | ather, 

* This alludes to a concert of prayer proposedto a number of professors’; 
im which they were to retire at the same time in secret, on Saturday even- 
ings, about sunset, and pray for the success of missionaries. 
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Father. O Llove every body=I love,the dear faints of God— 
but I love my dear Jefus better—He is my beloved, and he is my 
friend! As my outward man decays, my inward man is renewed 


. day by day. 


If you thould teceive this foon; I fhould be, defirous of your 
writing to me; it poflibly may reach here before my departure. 
In your letter, you defired me to write my daily exereifes.. But I 
have been fo weak for the mioft part that I could not hold a pen. 
I have formerly written: my firft experiences, and fome of my exer- 
cifes afterwards. But O it is not for any of my righteoufnefs that 
I am thus favoured, for the be(t of my performances are but filthy 
rags. All my dependence. is upon the atoning blood of my 
crucified’ Redeémer. [I fhall be fatisfied when I awake in 
his likenefs. ©O I am highly. favoured—many of God’s dear 
children ate detained here many more years than I am—But 
my bleffed Jefus feems to be about to take me to himfelf—and I 
¢an leave the world with thefe foul refrefhing words of Dr. Watts: 

* O blessed power! © glorious day ! 
What a large victory shall ensue, , 

And converts, who thy gra¢e obey, 
Exceed fhe drops of morning dew. 

Fare well, dear brother, til we meet in the kingdom of out 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift; to fing the fong of Mofes and the 
Lamb. Receive this as a token of love from your dying friend. 

| OBSERVATIONS. oy Ft AS 

~ The perfon, who iridited the above letter, was actually. on her 
death bed when it was written; although fhe lived two months 
afterwards. She died of a lingering confumption. She ,wasa 
fingle perfon, not far from go, when fhe died. She made profef- 
fion of religfon when fhe was not far from 20 vears old. . I faw 
her fome time after this letter was written, fhe was then able to con- 
verfe, though but feebly. Her countenance feemed to. fhine with 
a kind of heavenly luftre, which no doubt was oceafioned by thofe 
inward joys that fupported her foul, amidft the declines of an en- 
feebled dying body. Her converfation breathed the fame fpirit- 
ual ftrain, that is vifible im the letter, and I am informed from good 
authority, that the fame fweet, gofpel temper continued, with but 
very little intermiffion till fhe breathed her laft. How ought the 
gofpel to be prized, that can afford fuch fupports ina dying mo- 
ment? What an aceount mutt thofe have to give up to God that 
defpife and reje@ it? How are the diffipated flaves to vice, and the 
boalting infidels to:be pitied with all the falfe glare: of vifionary 
pleafures ! Where will they flee for fupport in a dying hour ? Can 
their worn-out enjoyments, or their unbelieving principles give 
them fixch comforts upon a death bed? Why then fhould the poor 
prodigat Lorenzo cry out in the ravings of defpair, upon Ais <- w 
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bed, at heating the clock firike. * O time, time ! It is jnf thou 
fhouldft oft {trike thy murderer to the heart!” and why fhould 
Voltaire, when drawing near his laft, fay to his ph iliniats  T will 
give you half my fortune, if you - will lengthen my life a while 
nger: if not, I muft go to the devil !” Do thefe things found 
like the language of the dying Chriftian? O my /oul,. pa not thou 
into their fecret ; unto their affembly, mine honour, be not thou united # 
Bor the hail fall fweep away their refuge of lies, and the waters fall 
overflow their hiding place. bei 
 ® Should all the forms that men devise ~~ 
. Assault my faith with treach’rous art, 
. Vd call them vahity and lies, : 
And bind the gospel to: my heart.” 


ae i. AW wd. 1) 3 = , va 
Selectiotis, 


—.., 
EMINENT WITNESSES TO! entinniitsirict RELIGION. 
(Continued! from p.384:) 


NO. EXII- BULSTRO! e ‘WHITELOCKE, $q.* 
Born A. D. 1605, “Died 1675-6. Te 


Asa! HIS gentleman was a great lawyer, a great ftatefman, and a 
great peviamentary erator...1n. fhort, he was aman “ of 
confiderable learnin , and endowed. with. many valuable qualities.’” 
Mr. Kimber calls him “2 gentleman of great:judgment and 
temper, who filled fome of the higheft, pofts uader the ufurpation ; 
always hiimane, candid, aad ingenuous ; and.after having been 
twenty years upon the public’ Baehs pailed the Jaft fifteen. er his 
life in privacy and retirement.” 
‘In examining the effays, of cormmifionar Whitelocke (as. he is 
commonly called) I was pleafed to find him fo ¢arly, and fo able 
met stk mh op oS The : variety - anys we (fays he) 
to’ be ed upon as an argument only dovesfitnseh tht 
rations, while the Spiritis the fame ; and that another man believes not fo 
well as I [do], ts only an argument that I have a better and clear- 
er illumination than he . . . . and this i¢,no caufe for ane to perfe- 
cute him, but rather > © ese that he be indulged.’ +. 

Se pat ees the wwanlde bring wibsed We a friend, he 
exprefied hi as follows; 

“T have ever thought there’ has been [but] one true religion in 
‘the world, and that is the work of the Spivit'of God in the hearts 
and fouls of men. There have been, indeed, divers forms and 
fhapes of things, through the many difpenfations of God to 
No. 11. Vol. IV. Ege men, 

* Bio. Brit. + Essays, p. 47. 
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men, anfwerable to his own wife ends, in reference to the low and 
uncertain ftate of man in the world. The old world had the Spir- 
it of God, and the new world has the fame Spirit, both Jew and 
Gentile, and it ftrives with all: and they who have been led by it, 
have been the good people in every difpenfation of God to the 
world, and I myfelf muft fay, that J have felt it from a child, to con- 
vince me of my evil and vanity, and it has often given me a true 
meaiure of this poor world, and fome talte of divine things ; and 
it is my grief, that I did not more early apply my foul to it: for 
I can fay, fince my retirement from the greatnefs and hurries of 
the world, I have felt fomething of the work and comfort of it, and 
that itis both ready and able to inftrué& and lead, and preferve 
thofe who will humbly and fincerely hearken to it. So that my 
religion is, the good Spirit of God in my heart ; I mean, what 
that has wrought in me and for me.”* 


NO. XX/Iie WILMOT, EARL OF ROCHESTER.T 
[Died A: D, 1680. 


HONOURABLY defcended; liberally educated, and endowed 
with very,quick natural parts, this nobleman dedicated all his 
talents, natural and acquired, to the fervice of vice and atheifm : 
yet it pleafed God in him to give an eminent example of the rich- 
es of his mercy to repenting“finners. 

Some particulars of ‘his experience, as related by himfelf, are 
too extraordinary to be ‘omitted. 

On his journey into the welt of Engtand, fome time before his 
lat illnefs, it appears hevhad been arguing, with uncommon zeal 
and earneftnefs, againft God: and ‘religion ;' like Saul, however, 
he found it “ hard to kick againft the pricks ;” and fuffered much 
from his own confcience on this occafion.: 

One day, at an atheitical meeting, at the houfe of a perfon of 
quality, he. undertook to be the principal champion of impiety, 
and reeeived the applaufes of the whole company : but here again 
his confcience reproached him, and-he exclaimed to himfelf, “Good 
God !- that a man who walks upright, who fees the wonderful 
works of Ged, and has the ufe of his fenfes and reafon, fhould ufe 
them to the defying of his Creator!” . 

Thefe fucteflive convictions, however, gradually wore off ; and 


it was not’till his laft.and fatal illnefs, that he appears to have 


been favingly convinced, and truly converted. "Then he faw the 
“ exceeding finfulnefs of fin,” and learned the’ true value of the 
atonement, on which ‘were his hopes of pardon founded. ‘ Shall 


the 


af Quoted, iene of Religion upon the mind, p. 33, 4. 
+ Life by Burnett, and Funeral Sermon by Parsons. 
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the joys of heaven,” exclaimed he, “be conferred on me? O 
mighty Saviour, never, but through thy infinite love and fatis- 
faction! O never, but by the purchafe of thy blood !” 

The Scriptures, which had fo often been the fubjeét of his ridi- 
cule, now appeared extremely beautiful. Thofe apparent incon- 
fiftencies, which his corrupt mind had been ufed to magnify, now 
vanifhed, as he found them to be the power of God to his fal- 
vation. 

Two confiderable proofs of the foundnefs of his converfion, 
were the zeal and fidelity with which he reproved his old com- 
panions in fin ; and his earneft defire for the deftruction of his ob- 
icene and profane writings. _ 

The following inftrument of his recantation very properly ex- 
hibits the true charaéer of his converfion. 

“ For the benefit of all thofe whom I may have drawn into fin 
by my example and encouragement, I leave to the world this my 
laft declaration, which I deliver in the prefence of the great God, 
who knows the fecrets of all hearts, and before whom I am pre- 
paring to be judged, that from the bottom of my foul I deteft and 
abhor the whole courfe of my former wicked life: that I think 
I can never fufficiently admire the goodnefs of God, who has giv- 
en me a true fenfe of my pernicious opinions and vile practices ; 
by which I have hitherto lived without hope and without God in 
the world ; have been an open enemy to Jefus Chrift, doing the 
utmoft defpite to the Holy Spirit of grace ; and that the greateft 
teftimony of my charity to fuch is, to warn them in the name of 
God, and as they regard the welfare of their immortal fouls, no 
more to deny his being er his providence, or defpife his good- 
nefs; no more to make a‘mock of fin, or contemn the pure and 
excellent religion of my ever blefled Redeemer, through whofe 
merits alone, I, one of the greateft of finners, do yet hope for 
mercy and forgivenefs. Amen. J. Rocnestrer.” 
Delivered and figned in the prefence of 

Awn RocueEstTer, 
R. Parsons. 


Indeed the death of this nobleman forms a perfect and happy 
contraft to his former life, in almoft every particular: and his 
laft days were as full of holy rapture, as his former ones had been 
of atheifm and impiety. “I fhall now die: (faid he, three or 
four days before his end) I fhall now die! but O! what un- 
fpeakable glories do I fee! What joys, beyond thought or ex- 
preflion, am I fenfible of ! I am affured of God’s mercy to: me, 
through Jefus Chrift. O how I long to die, and be with my 
Saviour !” 

Thus where fin fo eminently abounded, grace yet fuper-abounded 


more. . 
(To be continued. ) 
SIN 














Ato Sin no Trifle. (April, 


SIN, NO TRIFLE. 


WHAT a ftrange world is this in which we live! The Prince of 
Light and the prince of darknefs—good men and bad men—holinefs 
and fin—-all are made obje¢ts of {port and ridicule. However, it 
is dangerous folly to jeft with ferious things; and Solomon teach- 
es, that they are ‘ fools’ who ‘ make a mock at fin.’ Here we fee 
children doing mifchief and then laughing at it, in which alas! 
they are often encouraged by ungodly parents: there, the drunkard 
boalts of his excefles—the debauchee, of the number of his viétims, 
and the gamefter, of the fruits of his art and deceit. Thus many, 
at every period of life, glory in their fhame ! 

_ Reader, we entreat thee to weigh well the following confidera- 
tions : 

1. He who laughs at fin, laughs while God frowns. God is an- 
gry with the wicked every day. What is it that excites his anger? 
What is that by which his Spirit is vexed and grieved ? What is 
that which eccafions the fword of vengeance to hang over the 
heads of finners? The wrath of God is revealed from heaven againft 
all ungodline/s and unrighteoufne/s of men.’ Andif the wrath of a 
king be as the roaring of a lion, how dreadful muft be the wrath 
of the Almighty God ! 

2. Hewho makes light of fin, makes light of the miferies of 
all mankind. We live ina vale of tears, in which prifons and 
hofpitals, and innumerable other recepticles of wo imprefs the 
folemn truth, that the mifery of man is great upon him. 


Ah! little think the gay licentious proud, 
Whom pleasure, power, and affluence surround : 
They, who their thoughtless hours in giddy mirth, 
» And wanton, often cruel riot, waste ; 
Ah little think they while they dance along, 
How many feel, this very moment, death, 
And all the sad variety of pain ! THOMSON. 


3. To fport with fin, isto fport with death. For fin en- 
tered into the world, and death followed fin. And death has 
made this world like Golgotha, a place of fkulls—not a fit placethen 
for profane merriment. If all the bones of all the dead were col- 
leéted into one valt pile, and Jehu fhould afk, Who flew all thefe ? 
The anfwer mutt be, Sin flew them all. 

Death stands between eternity and time 


With open jaws—on such a narrow bridge, 
That none can pass but must become his prey. 


4. Fora man to laugh at fin, is to laugh when he ought to 
mourn. Will any one make fport with his own difeafe? Sin is a 
difeafe. It is poifonous—it is fatal too, unlefs the balm of rake 
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(the blood of Chrift) be applied in time. Sin produces guilt and 
ame. When a man laughs at his fin, he laughs at the fraud by 
which he has cheated himfelf. His, conduét is not lefs abfurd than 
wicked. Tis the folly of a fool laughing at his own folly, 
To'make light of fin, is to make light of the pains of hell. 
For fin opened the bottomlefs pit. Sin is the parent of the 
worm that dieth not. Sin kindled the flames which fhall never 
be quenched. Sin leads to the place of weeping and wailing aud 
gnafbing of teeth. 
' © carelefs, thoughtlefs finner! Is it a light thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God—to feel the weight of his curfe—to 
dwell with everlafting burnings? Canft thou expec to enjoy finful 
mirth with jovial companions in hell, from whence the fmoke of their 
torment afcendeth up forever and ever ? Confider this, ye that forget 
God, left he tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver. Con- 
fider this before the great day of his wrath is come. Think on 
your ways and turn your feet to his teftimonies. In thofe teftimo- 
nies you will find a Saviour revealed. His name is Jesus. 

6. To {port with fin, is to fport with the forrows of Jefus. 
And this, confidering the dignity of the perfon of Chrift, is the 
moft folemn and awful confideration that can be fuggefted. It 
were lefs guilty to fport with fellow-creatures than with the Son 
of God. Never did any perfon fuffer fo much from contempt as 
Jefus did. He was blindfolded and buffeted, and in the groffeft 
manner infylted by the rabble in the high prieft’s hall. Then did 
they fpit in bis face. Herod and his men of war fet Jesus at nought. 
In mockery, he was invefted with a purple robe. A reed was put 
into his hand for a {ceptre, to ridicule his pretenfions to a king- 
dom. And when he was lifted upon the crofs they mocked the 
pangs in which he died. Pafling ftrangers wagged their heads, 
and faid, Jf thou be the Son of God, come down from the crofs. The 
chief priefts, {fcribes and elders faid with bitter farcafm, He faved 
others—bimfelf he cannot fave. And even the thieves, who were cru- 
cified with him, caf? the fame in his teeth. 

And can you, O wanton finner, join your voice to theirs, to 
infult him ; can you trifle with Jefus, and make light of his pray, 
ers, his tears, and groans and bloody fweat in the garden of ago- 
ny, the feyerity of the fcourge, and the torture of the crown of 
thorns? O be perfuaded to trace his footeps to Calvary. There 
ftand and gaze, paufe and ponder, If at fuch a place, with fuch 
a {cene, you can trifle, what would angels think’? “ More ftruck 
with grief or wonder, who can tell 2” 

Around the bloody tree they press’d with strong desire, 

That wond’rous sight to see, the Lord of life expire! 


And could their eyes have known a tear, 
In sad surprise had dropt it there. DonprivcGe. 


Let our readers, young ones efpecially, be perfuaded to commit 
to memory the following lines, which exprefs, in an agreeable man- 
ner 
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ner, the fubftance of the preceding remarks, and which, by the 
blefling of God, will well repay the trouble it may coft them : 


Who laughs at sin, laughs at his Maker’s frowns, 
Laughs at the sword of vengeance o’er his head ; 
Laughs at the great Redeemer’s tears and wounds, 
Who but for sin had never wept or bled, 

Who laughs at sin, laughs at the numerous woes 

ii Which have this guilty world so oft befel: 

Laughs at the whole creation’s groans, and throes, 
At all the spoils of death, and pains of hell. 

4 Who laughs at sin, laughs at his own disease, 
Welcomes approaching torments with his smiles, 
Dares at his soul’s expense his fancy please, 
Affronts his God—himself of bijss beguiles. 





z Who laughs at sin, sports with his guilt and shame, 


Laughs atthe errors of his senseless mind ; 
For so absurd a fool there wants a name, 


: Expressive of a folly so refin’d. Jos. STENNeETT. 


— + o-— . 


A WORD TO DESPONDING CHRISTIANS. 
To the Editor of the London Evangelical Magazine. 





Sir, 

NO fmall number of thofe who profefs faith in our Lord Jefus 
Chrift are continually perplexed with the moft anxious folicitude 
about their own falvation ; and yet, from various confiderations, 
are averfe freely to difclofe their diftrefs to any. I am bound, by 
the remembrance of the Lord’s fpecial goodnefs to me, to fay 


< 


5 what I can for their relief. I ftand, as it were, on the oppofite 





bank of a dangerous river, which I have lately paffed, and with to 
point my fellow-travellers to the means by which I efcaped, that 


i none of them may be carried down the ftream. 


Brethren, I was long the fubject.of defpair. I confidered myfelf 
a calt-away. I condemned myfelf to deftruction, as I thought, up- 
on the moft rational principles: I turned and tortured Scripture 


: H ) to give force to my eonelufions. I faw a propriety in God’s con- 


firming the fentence I paffed againft myfelf. I did not fee how he 
could aé differently from the plan I had formed in my own mind. 


f Finding the charge brought againft antediluvian finners peculiar- 


_ hy applicable to me, I looked forward to fimilar deftruétion ; yea, 
I expected a more awful condemnation, as I had enjoyed a clearer 
revelation of mercy and grace through Jefus Chrift, which, inftead 
of improving, I had flighted and abufed. All this was bad, and 


difcovered. 


I pride was at the bottom. Undbelie/, my greateft fin, remained un- 





Did we always know and perceive the glory, the grace, the 
fympathy, the good will, and the ability of Jefus, we fhould always 
believe, and always rejoice. But fuch is the darknefs which 
feizes the mind in confequence of fin, that we become blind to our 
privileges, and deaf to the teftimony of God. No wonder, there- 

fore, 
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fore, our heart becomes harder. Sin is very deceitful both in its 
rife and progrefs. Weare often infenfible to its inroads, and 
fometimes materially damaged before we are aware. The mo- 
ment our attention is drawn to it, we are ftartled, difcouraged, de- 
prefied. We endeavour to better or alter the matter, flruggling 
like a bird in the fnare of the fowler. Our exertions and refolu- 
tions prove ineffeual ; the difappointment produces a melancholy 
gloom in our mind, which frequently proves the parent of de- 
{fpair. But did we perceive or believe the dodtrine of , Chrift, all 
thefe.evils would flee away. If we really believe that Jefus died 
and rofe again, in the light in which God hath declared thefe 
truths—if we believe that God-is in Chrift reconciling the world 
to himfelf, not imputing to men their trefpafles, we fhould fee it 
moft reafonable to hope in fuch a God; we fhould fhudder at the 
thought of his being a hard matter ; our defpairing apprehenfions 
would inftantly vanifh, and our hearts be difpofed to rejoice with 
joy unfpeakable and full of glory. But we are, by nature, fo 
{trongly inclined to atone for our own guilt, or, at leaft, to make 
fome compenfation, that we think we cannot be fo uncivil to God 
as to take falvation for nothing—-we cannot, becaufe we will not, 
fubmit to the idea of having nothing to do but to credit a report, or 
believe ateftimony. Even in this ftate we may be very orthodox 
in our profeflions, and be crying down our own conduét in others. 
The human heart is deceitful above all things, and defperately 
wicked; who, but God, can know it? 

I confefs that ever fince Jefus met with me, the temptation to 
doubt my fafety feldom enters my mind ; that point appears fet- 
tled to my own fatisfaction ; but, notwithftanding this, 1 have, 
and do, walk through many days of darknefs. Some may fay, 
What are you in darknefs about? I anfwer, At one time, I per- 
ceive fuch dignity, excellence, and glory in Chrift, as manifefted 
in the Scriptures, that my mind is ftayed upon him with fixed 
wonder. The fight eclipfes the glory of every thing earthly. 
Thus beholding, as in a glafs, his glory, I feel myfelf fo far changed 
into his image. Sin is fubdued, and forrow of every kind is banifh- 
ed. With the Ethiopian traveller, I go on my way rejoicing, 
At another time I am fo funk in infenfibility, that though I have 
no doubt but Jefus is alive, and ever liveth, that heis glorious beyond 
conception, and that I fhall foon fee all this glory ; yet for the pref- 
ent, the whole is obfcured ; clouds and darknefs fo furround his 
throne; that thefe matters of belief are not powerfully engaging to 
my mind. I have no doubt but the moment my perceiving pow- 
er is reftored by my gracious Lord, I fhall that infant be filled 
with joy unfpeakable and full of glory. 

I believe no one fuppofes that the glory of Chrift truck Peter fo 
forciblyin the high prieft’s hall, as. upon the mount of transfigura- 
tion ; yet had Peter viewed Chrift by faith, taking in his whole 


character, 
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character, he would have feen as much real glory in him-—as much 
to excite admiration and wonder upon this, as upon the fotmer 
occafion. But, alas! fin, in Peter’s mind, had obfcured the maj. 
efty and glory of Immanuel from his view. ‘This, however, the 
Lord in his own time completely fwept away. Then he boldly 
confefled Jefus before kings, though at equal hazard of his life. 
The righteous in every age have had the courage of lions when 
they evidently perceived the glory, and felt the prefence of their 
Lord: As this abated, cowardice commenced! I think we have the 
unanimous fuffrage of the faints to the truth of this affertion; and 
do we not feel the fa&t in our own experience ? 

- Sin gains no advantage over me, fo long as | am kept depend- 
ént on Jefus and the Sandifier ; but the moment I commence a 
warfare diftin& from them, fin rages, my efforts are bafiled, and 
my mind thronged with vile ufurpers. When I begin to bemoan 
my cafe, I conceive Jefus faying, “ Why did you relinquifh de- 
pendence upon me? Wherefore took you the management of your 
mind into your own hand? Doth not my word fay, Caft thy bur- 
den onthe Lord, and he thall fuftainthee? Negleéting this, how could 
you'ftand?” Now, I am afhamed in reviewing my condudtin the 
prefence of Jefus. I ftand conviéted of the moft confummate fol- 
ly, and unicriptural behaviour. My mind recurs to the atone- 
ment of Jefus. 1 perceive God reconciled through the death of 
his Son. His friendfhip I dare not doubt. Peace founds in my 
ears, through the blood of his crofs. I repent of my ways—lI re- 
turn unto the Lord—TI refolve in his ee to fin no more. 
Now I feel ready for every good work. If he demands my fub- 


ftance, he is welcome to it all; if my fervice, I rug to give it 


him. H he choofes to try me with fuffering, I have no objeéion ; 
if with death, I open my breaft to the blow. 

My hours and years, Sir, are filled with this fort of variety. 
My warfare is known only to God and myfelf. When im his 
providence it feems neceffary and proper to Open a leaf of it to a 
friend, I do it frankly. A hope that this paper may afford a ufe- 
ful hint to fome fellow-traveller, is my only motive for fending it 
to you. Iam a living inftance of the patience of God with vile 
finners : that his love is incompréhenfible, and that no man out of 
hell thould defpair of mercy. IE had once every thing in my char- 
acter which feemed neceflary to conftitute a hopelefs condition ; 
but I row fee, that the thoughts and ways of God are not fach as 
moft men fuppofe—that there is a mercy and grace in him which 
no man nor angel can fully deferibe, but which will be a fund for 
their contemplation and wonder through eternity. 

That the Lord may enlighten the minds, comfort the hearts, 
and increafe the faith of fuch as are caft down, is the prefent and 
daily prayer of, Sir, Your fincere fervant, 


HEMAN. 
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THE EFFECTS OF CHRISTIAN TRUTHS. 
Messrs. Evirors; 7 - 


Tf you think the following Extra from the Fournal of the Reverend 
David Brainerd, Miffonary among the Indians, worthy of a place in 
your Magazine; pleafe to infert it. 


I HAVE. fometimes formerly in treading the apoftle’s dif: 
courfe to Cornelius (Acts x. ) admired to fee hiyn fo quickly intro- 
duce; the, Lord Jefus Chrift into his fermon, and fo entirely dwell 
upon him through the whole of it, obferving him in this point very 
widely to differ from many of our modern preachers. But latter- 
ly, this has not feemed ftrange,.fince Chrift has appeared to be 
the fubjlance of the gofpel, and ‘the centre in which the feveral lines 
of divine revelation meet; although I am ftill fenfible there are ma- 
ny things, neceflary to be {poken to perfons under pagan dark- 
nefs, in.order to make way for a proper introduction.of the name 
of Chrift and his undertaking’in behalf of fallen man. 

Tis worthy of remark, that numbers of thefe people are 
brought to a ftrict compliance with the rules of morality atid fobrie- 
ty, anda con{cientious performance of the external duties of “Chrif- 
tianity, by the internal power and influenée of divine truths (the 
peculiar doétrines of grace) upon their mitids : without their hav- 
ing thete moral duties frequently repeated and inculcated upon them, 
and the contrary. vices, particularly expofed and fpoken againit. 
What has been the general frain and drift of my pteaching among 
thefe, Indians ; what were the truths I principally infifted upon, 
and how ] was influenced and’ enabled to dwell from time to 
time upon the peculiar doctrines of grace, | have already ob- 
ferved in the preceding remark. Thofe doétrines, which had 
the moit dire& tendency to humble the /al/len creature; to fhow 
him the mifery of his natural ftate; to bring him down to 
the foot of /overeign mercy ; and to exalt the great Redeemer, dif- 
cover his tranfcendent excellency and infinite precioutnefs, and fo 
to recommend him. to the finner’s acceptance ; wére the fubject 
matter of what was delivered to them in public and private, and 
from time to time repeated and inculcated upon them. 

God was pleafed to give thefe divine truths fuch a powerful in- 
fluence upon the minds of thefe people, and fo to blefs them for 
the effectual awakening of numbers of them, that their lives were 
quickly reformed, without my infifting upon the precepts of morality, 
and {pending timé in repeated harangues upon external duties. 
There was indeed no room for any kind of cifcourfes, but thofe 


that refpected the effentials of religion, and the experimental know- 
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ledge of divine things, while there were fo many inquiring daily, 
not how they thould regulate their external condué (for that, per- 
fons who are honeitly difpofed to comply with duty, when known, 
may in ordinary cafes be eafily fatisfied about) but how they 
fhould efcape from the wrath they feared and felt a defert of,— 
obtain an ¢fedtual change of heart,—get an intereft in. 6 pa 
come to the enjoyment of eternal bleflednefs. © So that. my 
great work {till was to lead them tnto a’ further view” of their utter 
undonenefs in themfelves, the total depravity and corruption of 
their hearts ; that there, was no manner of goodnefs in them; no 
good difpotition and defires ; no love ‘to God nor delight in his 
commands ; but on the contrary hatred, enmity, and all manner 
of wickednefs reigning in them. And at the fame time to open 
to them the glorious and complete remedy provided in Chrift for 
helplefs, perithing finners, and offéred freely to thofe who have’ no 
goodnels of their own, aio works of rightcoufne/s which they have done 
to recommend them to God. 

This was the continued frain of my preaching! This my great 
concern, and conftant endeavour /o to enlighten the mind, as 
thereby duly to affect the beart, and, as far as poffible, give perfons 
a fenfe and feeling of thefe precious and important doétrines of 
grace; at lealt fo far as means might conduce to it. And thefe 
were the doctrines, this the method of preaching which were 
bleffed of God for the awakening, and, I truft, for the faving con- 
verfion of numbers of fouls,—and which were made the means of 
producing a remarkable reformation among the hearers in general. 

When thefe truths were felt at beari,' there was no Vice wnre- 
formed—no external duty neglected. Drunkennefs, the darling 
vice,,was broken off from, and fearce an inftance of it known a- 


‘mong my hearers for months together. ‘he abufive praétice of 


bufbands and wives.in putting away each other, and taking’ others 
in their ftead, was quickly reformed; fo that there are three or 
four couple, who have voluntarily difmifled thofe they had 
wrongfully taken, and now live together again in love and peace. 
The fame might be faid of all other vicious praétices. The 
reformation was general; and all {fpringing from the internal in- 
fluence of divine truths on their hearts ; and not from any exter- 
nal reftraints, or becaufe they had heard thefe vices particularly 
expofed, and repeatedly fpoken againft. For fome of them I 
never fo much as mentioned ; particularly that of the parting of 
men and their wives, till forme, having their confcience awakened 
by God’s word, came and of their own accord, confeffed them- 
felves guilty in that refpect. And when I did at any time men- 
tion their wicked practices, and the fins they were guilty of con- 
trary to the light of nature, it was not with defign, nor indeed with 
any hope of working an effectual reformation in their external 
manners, 
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manners by this means; for I knew that while the tree remained 
corrupt the fruit would naturally be fo; but with defign to lead 
them, by obferving the wickedne(s of their Hives , to a view of the 
corruption of their dearts, and {o to convince them of the neceflity 
of a renovation of nature, and to excite them with utmoft, dili- 
gence, to feck after that great change, which if once obtained, I 
was fenfible, would of courfe produce a reformation of external 
manners in every. refpect. 

As all vice. was reformed upon their feeling the power of thefe 
truths upon their hearts, fo the external duties of Chriftianity 
were complied with, and confcieutioufly performed from the fame 
internal influence ; family prayer fet up and conftantly maintain- 
ed, unlefs among fome few more lately come, who had felt little 
of this divine influence. This duty conftantly performed even 
in fome families where there were none but females, and fcarce a 
prayerlefs perfon to be found among near an hundred of them. 
The Lord’s day ferioufly and religioufly obferved, and care taken 
by parents to keep their children orderly upon that facred day, 
&c. And this, not becaufe I had driven them to the performance 
of thefe duties by a frequent inculcating of them, but becaufe 
they had fe/t the power of God’s word upon their hearts—were 
made fenfible of their fin and mifery, and thence could not but 
pray, and comply with every thing they knew was duty, from 
what they felt within themfelves. When their hearts were touch- 
ed with a fenfe of their eternal concernments, they could pray 
with great freedom as well as fervency, without being at the trou- 
ble firft to learn /et forms for that purpofe. And fome of them, 
who were fuddenly awakened at their firft coming among us, 
were brought to pray and cry for mercy with utmoft importunity, 
without ever being inftructed in the duty of prayer, or fo much 
as once directed to a performance of it. 

The happy effects of thefe peculiar doctrines of grace, which I 
have fo much infifted upon with this people, plainly difcover, even 
to demontftration, that inftead of opening a door to licentioufhefs, 
fas many vainly imagine and flanderoufly infinuate) they have a 
dire& contrary tendency; fo that a clofe application, a /enfe and 
feeling of them, will have the moft powerful influence toward the 
renovation and efedual reformation both of heart and life. 

Happy experience, as well asthe word of God and the example 
of Chrift and his apoftles, has taught me that ¢hat method of 
preaching, which is belt fuited to awaken in mankind a fenfe and ‘ 
lively apprehenfion of their depravity and mifery in a fallen flate— 
to excite them earneftly to feek after a change of heart, and to 
Sty for refuge to free and fovereign grace in Chrift, as the only hope 
fet before them, is like to be molt fuccefsful toward the reformation 
of their external eondu@. I have found that clofe addrefles and 
folemn 











Tt ae 
a - >.) tm 


ee | 
~ 











“ee 4 leer er eneemmel 


428 To the Spectator of a Funeral. [ April, 


folemn applications of divine truth to the confcience, tend directly 
to ftrike death to the root of all vice, while fmooth and plaufible 
harangues upon moral virtues and external duties, at beft, are like to 
do no more than lop off the branches of corruption, while the root 
of all vice remains ftill untouched. ! 

A view of the blefled effe& of honeft endeavours to bring home 
divine truths to the confcience, and duly to affe@ the heart with 
them, has often minded me of thofe words of our Lord, (which I 
have thought might be a proper exhortation for minifters in ‘re- 
{pect of their treating with others, as well as for perfons in general 
with regard to themfelves) cleanfe firf the infide of the cup and platier, 
that .the cuifide may he clean alfo.—Cleanfe, fays he, the infide, 
that the outfide may be clean. The only effeétual way to have 
the outfide clean, is to begin with what is within ; and if the foun- 
tain be purified, the ftreams will naturally be pure. And moft cer- 
tain it is, if we can awaken in finners a lively fenfe of their inward 
pollution and depravity, their need of a change of heart, and fo 
engage them to feek after inward cleanfing, their external defile- 
ment will naturally be cleanfed ; their vicious ways of cour/e be re- 
formed, and their converfation and behaviour become regular. 


a 


TO THE SPECTATOR OF A FUNERAL. 


THE writer of thefe pages addreffes you in the language of Jefus 
Chrift the faviour: What went ye out for to fee? tis evident to an 
attentive obferver, that many affemblies in a burying-ground are 
very much like. that at Ephefus, the greater part of which kuew 
not wherefore they were come together. However, a coffin, a fhroud, 
a corpfe, and a grave are folemn things, and a public funeral is 
well adapted to convey public inftruction. 

Shall I repeat the queftion? What went ye out for to fee ? Paufe, 
and reflect ! Were you influenced merely by curiofity ? Or did you 
go to fympathize with the mourners? Or was it to hear what the 
minifter had to fay, and to gain the moft important advantages to 
your own foul? 

Perhaps you went to fympathize with the mourners. They 
have loft a near relative—you knew him well—you felt the ftroke 
of his death, and went to fhew the laft token of refpect—to take 
your laft farewel. As you rejoiced with them, when they rejoic- 
ed, fo now you weep, when they weep. Your tears become you, 
and your forrow is juft. This tender overflowing of the foul, hu- 
manity requires, reafon approves, and divine revelation fanctions. 


At the grave of his friend Lazarus, Fefus wept. 


But remember, human. affection may operate powerfully, like 
inftinét, where true religion does not exift. Tendernefs and com- 
paffion are wrought into the conftitution of many, who are abfo- 
ug : , lutely 
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lutely deftitute of true virtue. Many a one has mourned and - 
wept at the grave of a neighbour, or a friend, who is yet a ftran- 
ger to thofe Chriftian affections which exalt man to his highett dig- 
nity on earth. 

** A Christian is the highest style of man.” 


Love to man is of little worth, unlefs it arife from love to God. 

It may be, you will fay you went on purpofe to hear the min- 
ifter, and to obferve diligently what he faid. Very well: This 
was highly proper and becoming. You faw the poor body “ com- 
mitted to the ground, earth to earth, afhes to athes, duft to duft !” 
Standing on the border of the grave “ midf feulls and coffins, 
epitaphs, and worms,” you had a fine opportunity of contemplat- 
ing the fhortne(s of life, the vanity, infufficiency, and uncertainty, 
of all which this world has to beftow. Riches, honours, pleafures 
—all are vanity. Confider death as the wages of fin, and frequent- 
ly meditate on the truth and juftice of the original threatening. 
“In the day thou eateft of the forbidden tree thou fhalt furely 
die.” God fpoke to Adam as the root and reprefentative of all 
his pofterity. Weare involved in the confequences of his fin, and 
have ourfelves done deeds worthy of death. It is, therefore, righ- 
teoufly appointed unto all men once to die; and nothing but the 
mercy of God flowing through the mediation of Jefus Chrift, can 
fave us from eternal death. Labour to realize frequently the com- 
mon circum‘tanees of death. Your breath failing, your throat 
rattling, your eyes with adim cloud, and your hands witha 
damp fweat upon them, and your weeping friends no longer able 
to retain you with them. Set before the eyes of your mind the 
glorious grace of God in fending his Son into the world, the fec- 
ond man, the Lord from heaven, who has gracioufly faid, I am 
the refurreétion and the life. 

And now, friendly reader, let me afk whether you did ever 
gain any important advantage to your own foul by attending thofe 
folemn fcenes? Your foul—your immortal foul is precious, in the 
view of every good man; {hall it not be precious in your own eyes ? 
The fafbion of this world paffeth away. Obe not deceived. For 
what is your hfe? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, 
and then vanifheth away.”? Alas! 

«*¢ All men think all men mortal but themselves.” Youne. 
—Fovis that we are, 

Never to think of death and of ourselves 
At the same time. Asif to learn to die 
Were no concern of ours. Bair. 

Let not thefe remarks of the poets be verified in you. Be af- 

fured that religion is a perfonal concern. 
That awful day ‘will surely come, 
The appointed hour makes haste, 


When I must stand before my Judge, 
And pass the solemn test. WatTrs, 
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Do you fhudder at the darknefs and worms of the grave? O 
be perfuaded to truft your foul in the hands of the Lord Jefus 
Chrift.. He will take care of it. He is able to keep that which 
you commit to him againft the great day of final decifion. In 
that great day, when he fhall place all his fheep at his right hand, 
may your foul and mine be included in the number! The Lord 
graut unto us that we may find mercy of the Lord in that day! 


-——T 


LETTER TO A CHRISTIAN FRIEND. 


My dear Friend and Brother in Chrift, 


MY laf. being fo long unanfwered, I had almoft concluded 
that you had done with me; but eternal thanks to the God 
of all my mercies; thet he hath put it in your heart to write 
the a line, which, I affure you, hath been a means of comforting 
my foul.) In one part of your kind letter, you are complaining 
of a cold heart towards God: and here, my brother (if I may be 
permitted to call you brother) I can fincerely fympathize with 
you; for furely my heart with refpect to its motions God-ward, is 
a rock for hardnefs, and ice for coldnefs: So that; had it not been 
for the everlafting, unchangeable love of a covenant God—had it 
not been for his long-fuffering grace and mercy in Chrift Jefus, 1 
muft have been driven from his feet, to have dwelt with the de- 
{pifers of his namg. I often think that if 1 had been treated with 
fuch ingratitude by one of my fellows, as that with which I have 
treated my God, | could not have borne the fight of the wretch ; 
but as high as the heavens are above the earth, fo high are my 
thoughts above your thoughts, & my ways above your ways, faith 
Jehovah. Hear what our dear Lord fays concerning his backflid- 
ing Ephraim of old, I have feen his ways, and—will deftroy him ? 
No; Lhave feen his ways, and will healhim. O blefledbe God! 
that there is at Jerufalem, by the fheep-market, a pool, and that 
too for the heaking of the fick ; fo that 


If sickness remov’d return and remain, 
This pool may be tried again and again. 
© to be enabled, by a renewed aét of faith, to plunge into this foun- 
tain opened for fin and uncleannefs ! But if you fhould have any ob- 
jection to plunging, it will fuffice that our fouls are fprinkled with 
the atoning blood of the pafchal Lamb, and then the deflroying 
angel fhall not hurt us. I had, la Wednefday evening, an op- 
portunity of hearing a dear, eminent fervant of God, whofe foul 
feemed much alive, preach frem thefe words, ‘“ Wilt thou be 
made whole?” I hope I was enabled to anfwer the queltion, by 
faying, Deareft Lord, it is art I want, for I find myfelf wounded 
by fin! And is it not a fource of comfort, that whofoever ftep- 
peth 
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peth in fhall be made whole,.whatfoever be his difeafe! Bleffed, 
forever blefled be our God, fer thefe wHosorevers and wHaTso- 
EveRS! had it not been for THESE, I know not what would have 
become of me by thistime; for I find I amas much beholding 
to the Lord for thefe, general paflages as ever. 1 find the necefli- 
ty of coming, as at the firft, a poor, helplefs finner, and cafting 
myfelf at the Redeemer’s feet with a— Peradventure the Lord 
may be gracious.” By this time, perhaps, you may be,a little a- 
ble to judge how I go on, which is a part of your requeft: You 
fee it is in a poor, hobbling manner; and, indeed, what can you 
expect from. a poor cripple, a mere Mephibotheth, lame on both 
feet? But it is a mercy (let me /praife the Mafter for it!) that he 
hath provided me crutches, and hath promifed to lead me himfelf, 
and hath ordered me to be brought to his table. Truly I mutt 
fay, with my fellow cripple of old, “‘ What is thy fervant, that thou 
fhouldeft look on fuch a dead dog as I am ?” 

Iam glad to hear nothing’amifs concerning your body ; but 
as to your foul, I cannot but think and pray for you, being myfelf 
in much the fame circumitances. Defiring an intereft in your 
prayers, I remain yours, molt affectionately, 

S. M. 


—— aus Evan. Mag. 


& LETTER FROM THE REV. J. HERVEY, WHEN ON A BED OF 
SICKNESS, TO A FRIEND. 


MY healthis continually upon the decline, and the fprings of life 
are all relaxing. My age is'removed, and departed from me as 
a fhepherd’s tent. Medicine is baffled; and my phyfician, Dr, 
Stonehoufe, who is a dear friend to his patient, and a lover of the 
Lord Jefus, pities, but cannot fuccour me. 

Now I apprehend myielf near the clofe of life, and ftand, as it 
were, on the brink of the grave, with eternity full in my view, 
perhaps my dear friend would be willing to: know my fentiments 
in this awful fituation; at fuch a juncture the mind is moft un- 
prejudiced, and the judgment not {0 liable to be dazzled by the 
glitter of worldly objects. 

I have been too fond of reading every thing valuable and el- 
egant that has been penned in our language, and been peculiarly 
charmed with the hiftorians, orators, and poets of antiquity ; but 
were I to renew my ftudies, I would take leave of thofe accom- 
plifhed trifles; I would refign the delights of modern wits, 
amufement and eloquence, and devote my attention to the Scrip- 
tures of truth. I would fit with much greater affiduity at my 
Divine Mafter’s feet, and defire to know nothing but Jefufs Chrift, 


and him crucified. 
RELIGIOUS 























432 London Missionary Society. 





[ April. 


Religious Intelligence. 


[Extracted from the London Evangelical Magazine. ] 


LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


On Thursday evening, Jan. 8, 
1807, Mr. Robert Morrison, Mr. 
William Gordon, and Mr: Richard 
Lee (who had been students at Gos- 
pert) were publicly set apart to the 
office of Christian missionaries, at 
the Scots’ church, Swallow Street. 
Phe service was introducéd by Mr. 
‘Fownsend, with prayer, reading the 
Scriptures, and exhortation. Seve- 
ral questions were proposed to each 
by Mr. Burder ; and a profession of 
ie great doctrines which they are 


to teach the heather! was made by | 


them. After which, solemn prayer 


was offered to God on their behalf — 


by Mr. Waugh, accompanied by 
imposition of hands. Mr: Nicof 
then delivered to the missionaries a 
serious and affectionate charge, 
grounded on Acts xx. 17—27 ; and 
Mr. Buck cenclided.by prayer, 
These young men are intended 
to labour in the east. Mr. Gordon 
and Mr, Lee are. to join Messrs. 
Cran and Desgranges, at Viziga- 
patam, in India.”Mr. Morrison goes 
to China, with a particular view to 


the translatidn of the Sacred Scrip. 


tures into the language of that em- 
pire, for which he -has long been 
preparing, with the assistance of~4 
native of China. Thev expect to 
sail immediately in the Renuttance, 
an American vessel, to New York, 
and from thence to the places of 
their destination. ; ; 
BRITISH NAVY. 

Lt is with peculiar pleasure we insert 
the following Extract of a Letter 
from the pious Chaplain of a Man 
of War, to a Gentleman at Gos- 
pot, intimating the power and 
grace of God manifested towards 
our brave Seamen : 


“© OF Cadiz, Nov. 26, 1806. 
‘* My dear Friend, 


“ A fleet for England found us in 
the night, and is just going away. 


I have only time ‘to tell you that the 
work of God seems to prosper. 

«« Many are under convictions ;— 
some, I trust,:are converted. I 
preach every night; and am obliged 
to have a private meeting after- 
wards with those who wish to speak 
about their souls. But my own 
health is suffering much, nor shall I 
probably be able long to bear it. The 
ship is like a tabernacle ; and really 
there is much external reformation. 
Capt. raises no objection. 
I have near 100 hearers every night 
at 6 o’clock. How unworthy am I! 
Pray for us !” 


_— 





AMERICA. 


A Letter from Peter Kluge, Mission 
ary among the Delawares, on the 

“River Wabash, to G. H. Loskiely 
at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, April 
1, 1806. 


** Dear Brother, 


“Since my last, our situation 
here has become more precarious 
than ever; and indeed we have 
been in such perplexity and distress, 
that we have never before expe- 
tiericed any thing like it. ' 

‘In February last, all the In- 
dians in this district were summon- 
ed by their teachers, or lying proph- 
ets, to assemble on the Woapikam- 
ikunk, to hear the foolish stories, 
fabricated by these emissaries of 
Satan, of pretended visions and rev- 
elations received from God. Among 
these teachers was a Shawano, ari 
arch-impostor. He was considered 
as the principal among them, as he 
gave out that he was able to discov- 
er hidden mysteries. The, Dela- 
ware tribe received him with great 
cordiality ; and resolved to hold a 
grand council, to root out all witch- 
craft and poison-mixing (which, ac- 
cording to their superstitious no- 
tions, existed among them) and by 
fire to extort confession from all 
such as he should accuse ; and who- 

ever 





i8o7.] 
éver would not confess, should be 
hewn in pieces and burnt. With a 
view to execute their horrid pur- 
pose, the young Indians got togeth- 
er, chose the most ferocious to be 
their leaders, deposed all thie old 
chiefs, and guarded the whole In- 
dian assembly as if they were pris- 
oners of war. The venerable old 
chief Tettepathsit was the first 
whom they accused of possessing 
poison, and of having destroyed 
many Indians by his art: When 
the poor old man would not confess, 
they fastened him with cords to two 
posts, and began to roast him ata 
slow fire. During the torture, he 
said that he kept poison im the house 
of our Indian brother Joshua. Noth- 
ing was more welcome to the In- 
dians than this accusation ; for they 
wished to depftive us of the assist- 
ance of this man; who was the only 
Christian Indian residing with us. 
They had frequently sent him invi- 
tations to attend their heathenish 
festivities ; but he would never ac- 
éept them. His answer was; “ You 
know that I am a believer of the 
true God: I therefore can have no 
fellowship with you in your wicked 
works. Do you as you please, but 
leave me to serve the living God !” 
This answer displeased them much ; 
and on March 13th, they sent séven 
wild Indians, with painted faces, to 
our settlement, and took Joshua 
away by main force. They pre- 
tended that he only need tell Tette- 
pachsit to his face that he had no 
poison in his house, and might then 
return home. Josliua was compelled 
to accompany them tothe assembly. 

**On the 15th, the following ac- 
count was brought: That when 
Joshua was presented to the old 
chief, old Tettepachsit frankly con- 
fessed, that he had accused him 
merely to pacify the enraged muilti- 
tude, and to «scape from the tor- 
ture; for that Joshua well knew 
that he possessed no poison, and 
much less had hid it in Joshua’s 
house. Joshua was now pronounced 
not guilty ; yet they would not per- 
mit him to return; but insisted on 


his remaining with them till the 
No. it. Vol. IV. 
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Shawano should arrive: This son 
of Belial arrived on the same day ; 
and all the Indians were ordered to 
sit down in a large circle, when he 
would declare who had poison in his 
possession. The two old chiefs 
were both accused of poison-mixing, 
and with the untimely death of ma- 
ny Indians. When the Shawano 
was asked about Joshua, he indeed 
declared that he had no poison ; but 
that he was possessed of an evil 
spirit, by which he was enabled to 
destroy other Indians. This verdict 
was what they wished for; théy 
now seized all these poor innocent 
people, and watched them strictly, 
as if condemned criminals. 

“¢ We knew nothing of these hor- 
rible events until the evening of the 
16th; when a message was brought, 
that the savages had burnt an old 
woman alive, called Caritas, who 
was baptized by the brethren in for- 
mer times; and also that our poor 
Joshua was kept a close prisoner. 
Words are not able to express our 
horror and grief on hearing this ac- 
count! 

‘On the 17th; our distress and 
fear concerning the fate of our poor 
Joshua rose still higher. We were 
stunned with horror, when on that 
day we saw ten of the most sav 
Indians, with faces painted black, 
arrive in our settlement, conducting 
poor old Tettepachsit. Soon after, 
these murderous wretches kindled 
a large fire close to our place ; and 
having given the aged chief a blew 
on the head with a war-hatchet, 
they threw him alive into the flames, 
and diverted themselves with the 
miserable cries and convulsions of 
the poor dying man. 

“* After this horrid murder, the 
savages came beldly into our house, 
boasted of their atrocious deed, and 
demanded bread and tobacco ; which 
we were obliged to give them. We 
took courage to ask them, What 
would be the fate of Joshua? They 
immediately began to accuse him, 
saying, That there was good reason 
for detaining him a prisoner, for they 
well knew that he understood the 
black art, and could destroy the In- 

dians. 
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dians. We. endeavoured to con- 
vince them of the untruth of these 
assertions: _but all in vain. Our 
defence of him. displeased. them ; 
and they left our place in a riotous 
mabher. 

‘“* As soon as we were alone, we 
ail burst into loud weeping; and, 
falling on our knees before our 
Lord and Saviour, we cried for 
help and strength, and for resigna- 
tion to his divine will. We com- 
mended ourselves and our poor 
jcshua to his protection, and our 
souls into his hands, that if he 
thought fit to permit. our brother 
and ourselves to become a prey to 
the fury of the savages, he would 
support us by his almighty: grace, 
that we might praise him, and re- 
main faithful to him, even in tor- 
ments and death. 

‘** Now, though we had been in- 
formed that the savages suspected 
us, and all teachers of the believing 
Indians ; yet we felt constrained to 

o to their assembly, and try what 
we could vet. do for the preserva- 
tion of Joshua, or at least give him 
comfort and advice, should we even 
sufier for it. But as my wife and 
¢hildren could not be left alone in so 
dreadful a situation, brother Luck- 
enbach took courage to go alone. 

‘On the 18th, early, he left us 
en horseback ; but had hardly preo- 
ceeded half way, before he met an 
Indian, who informed him that 
Joshua had become a victim to their 
cruelty on the foregoing day. They 
gave him two cuts on his head with 
a hatchet, and then threw him into 
the fire. 

‘‘With these dreadful tidings 
brother Luckenbach returned to 
us in the afternoon. This was the 
heaviest stroke we had yet met with. 
Dread and terror took from us all 
power of speech and reflection ; and 
we could do nothing but utter cries 
of lamentation and wo. 

‘Some days alter, we were in- 
formed that Joshua had’ spoken a 
great deal at the place where he 
was murdered, in a language not 
understood by the Indians ; which 
Ied us to suppose that he had di- 
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rected his prayers to the Lord in 
the German language., We like- 
wise heard that-his murderers had 
thrown him into a. very large fire, to 
which they continually added more 
fuel; but finding, that after having 
been two hours in the. flames, his 
body was only scorched, they grew 
more enraged, and kept up,a terri- 
ble fire all night; by which” the 
body was burnt to ashes in the 
morning. On the following days. 
more Indians were accused, ,and. 
shared the same fate. : 

‘“ We do not doubt, dear breth- 
ren, but you will sympathize with 
our most distressing situation. We 
spend our days in terror, by which 
our strength is impaired ; nor, do, 
we know which way to. turn... My 
poor wife.is much, to be pitied, as, 
her mind has received such a shock, 
that she has no rest day nur night ;, 
and F am greatly alarmed. for the 
consequences... We have, however, 
resolved to remain here till we re- 
ceive an answer from you respect- 
ing our future proceedings: in 
hopes of which we commend our- 
selves to your compassion and love, 
and to the prayers of all our breth- 
ren, that in this dangerous situation 
the Lord our Saviour would com- 
fort and strengthen us, and grant 
unto. us his peace, even in the midst 
of tribulation.” 


BERMUDA: 


To the Editor. 
Dear Sir, 


In the year 1793, one of our 
members, being a pensioner in the 
army, was obliged to go to the island 
of Bermuda. Having a son, about 
eight years old, he took him with 
him. For several years there was 
a law in the island similar to what 
took place in Jamaica, prohibitin 
all worship, but that. the establish- 
edchurch. The mind of our broth- 
er, however, appeared to be kept 
alive towards God. At length a 
gentleman of the island, comin 
over to England, heard the word 
of God, and with such effect, that 
on returning to his former a 
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he could not forbear communicating 
it to his neighbours: not. however 
m the character of a, minister, but 
merely asthe head;of a family; in 
which he read, -prayed, and ex- 
pounded the’) Seriptures, morning 
and evening, no man forbilding 
him; and.as many of his neighbours 
as .chese attended. 

»-Fhe effect was, several individu- 
als in'the island appeared to be the 
subjects.of a divine change ; amongst 
whom was the son of our own broth- 
er.,B——n. ‘About a year and a 
half ago he obtained leave to return 
to, England; and he and his son 
had both actually embarked, when 
in a few, days hé died. The young 
man is now walking with us in the 
fellowship of the gospel; but leav- 
ing behind him several persons who 
were like-minded with himself, they 
agreed to keep up a correspondence. 
The following is an extract from 
their first letter, written about last 
June or July. It is signed by five 
young men: : 

** We still remain in number as 
when you left us.. We have preach- 
ing only once a month, by one of 
the ministers from the country. In- 
tervening Lord’s days are spent, we 
trust, for our souls good. We had, 
as you know, a private meeting (on 
week days) at the house of Mr. 
, that friend to the cross ; but 
he has lately left the island; and 
the meeting has. dwindled away. 
Thus we are left destitute of the 
means; but it is the Lord who hath 
ordered it, We have been hitherto 
supported through every trial ; and 
though left in a dry land, we have 
no doubt but that the Lord will re- 
fresh us in his own time by the 
sending of his servants amongst us ; 
and that meanwhile he will bless 
our perseverance in his ways. 

** About a month after your de- 
parture, a number of young men 
seemed to be concerned about their 
salvation ; and we rejoiced in it, be- 





ing greatly in hopes that the Lord | 


was about to enlarge his church 
amongst us. They flocked round 
Mr. ———’s house every evening, ac- 


knowledged to us the impropriety 
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of their former conduct, and seem- 
ed desirous of knowing the Lord 
Jesus with all /humility. But alas! 
they are gone back to then»own 
ways! By this we learn, that the 
Lord’s. ways are not as ours, nor his 
thoughts as our thoughts. This 
was a lesson, to us to. search our- 
selves, lest we also should be 
found | deceiving ourselves. lt 
shewed us how humbie and watch- 
ful we ought to be during our pas- 
sage through the dark valley of af- 
fliction and temptation. Thus’ far, 
however, we. are brought safe. God 
grant we may continue so to the 
end! 

** The blacks*: among us remait 
as heretofore, unconcerned about 
Christ, excepting one of the name 
of H. F r. Perhaps you recol- 
lect her. She was a poor woman, 
confined to her bed by a sore leg, 
and destitute of necessaries to sup- 
port her. Her acquaintances per- 
suaded her to send for our dear 
friend, Mr.———. He talked to her 
on the necessity ef her soul bein 
restored to health as well as her 
body; and, by the Lord’s merey, 
she was soon enabled to speak of 
the great things which he had done 
for her. She is now very poor and 
low in bedy; but all her faculties 
are alive for her Love, as she calls 
the Saviour. Jesus seems to be 
her constant theme, and the staff 
which supports her. Old T. H——, 
after all his protestations. to you 
and us, and all his talk against 
drunkenness, is carried away by it. 
Hence we learn, that when man 
trusts to his own sincerity and sin- 
cere endeavours, he will sooner or 
later find he has been deluded. 

“ The shelter which a self-right- 
eous, self-sufficient religion .aifords 
to men, will be found insufficient to 
screen them from the just cisplea- 
sure of aholy God. His vengeance 
will assufedly be poured upon them 





* There are negroes in this island ; 
but none are allowed to be imeported. 
The consequence is, they are treated 
with much more humanity than in 
some of the West India Islands. : 

who 
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_who depend upon their own vile 


works, and thus shut out the bles- 
sed} Jesus. This fallacious doc- 
trine will deceive many : but we will 
say, ‘God be merciful to us’ sin- 
ners ;” and will plead the right- 
eousness which our beloved Saviour 
hath wrought outin ourstead. We 
are weak, vile, frail, and miserable 
creatures ; and without constant 
supplies of free grace, are unable to 
attain the prize set before us, or to 
conform to that righteousness which 

God requires of us ; but renouncing 

all dependence on ourselves, we will 

rely on Jesus. He is all-sufficient! 

We are weak, but he is strong: and 

his blood, which satisfied divine jus- 

tice, cleanseth us from all sin. 

‘© We are persuaded we did not 
take up this doctrine as a mere no- 
tion ; but that we have been taught 
it by the good Spirit of God. He 
hath made us willing, and given us 
every good desire. Comparing our 
present knowledge of Christ, our 
leaning after him, and preference of 
him as our chief good with our past 
life, when we were without God in 
the world, we have a satisfactory ev- 
idence that we are born again in 
Christ Jesus ; for “« As many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, they are 
the sans of God ;” andjif be dwell in 
us, even in this barren land, all is 
well. The remembrance also of 
what we once were, teaches us that 
God “hath mercy on whom he will 
have mercy ;” and that itis to grace 
that we owe all our hopes of salvation. 

“Our dwelling is, as it were, 
among wolves ; hut we will look to 
Jesus for defence. If God be for 
us, who shalk be against us? 

“‘ Salute, on our behalf, the ma- 
ny that would wish to hear af our 
welfare in Christ Jesus. May the 
peace of God remain with you al- 
ways. We are, and ever wish to be, 
your affectionate brethren. 

SWLYZERLAND. 

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. C. 
G. Blumhardt, Secretary to the Ba- 
sil Society, dated Sept. 20, 1806. 
Witn much pleasure we have re- 

ceived your description of the last 


Letter from Switzerland. 
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General Meeting of the London 
Missionary Society, together with 
several numbers of the Evangelical 
Magazine; for the continuation of 
which we shall be highly obliged to 
you ; as also for Mr. Bogue’s Essay 
on the Evidences of the New Testa- 
ment, which I have begun to trans- 
late into the German, from the 
French edition ; hut wish to revise 
it from the English original, in or- 
der to print it, if circumstances 
should permit. GR W 
In our Society nothing material 
has occurred. We walk by faith, 
and not by. sight, and do in simpli- 
city what is before us, knowing that 
God is with us. We feel our great 
defects and wants, and daily pray 
for new grace. Thus one month 
after the other passes, without sig- 
nalizing ourselves by any thing par- 
ticular; but still we are not entirely 
inactive. The transactions of the 
different Missionary Societies con- 
tinue to excite a peculiar interest 
among the readers of our periodical 
publications ; and I make it a point 
to give as much asI can. In our 
city the work of the Lord proceeds 
silently. Still the gospel of the 
Lord Jesus Christ is abundantly 
preached ; yet without much visible 
effect. 
- Our private religious meetings 
neither diminish nor increase : but, 
thanks be to God, we live in mytual 
peace and union, and build one 
another up in our most holy faith ; 
but in Liestall, a small neighbouring 
town, the Lord has kindled a great 
flame. The truly pious minister 
there, a man full of apostolical zeal, 
informed us, that a general awaken- 
ing had taken place in the town ; 
which had so softened the hearts 
and reformed the lives of many, that 
the change was visible even in the 
streets. It had been such a wild 
place, that the people used to say, 
* What good can come from this 


Nazareth ?” Now we might answer, 
“‘ Come and see.” Besides this, we 
hear nothing of ;particular revivals 
of religion in Switzerland ; but this 
we hear, that God himself preaches 
repentance by the fall of high moun- 

tals ; 
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tains: an awful instance of this 
kind happened on the 8th of Sep- 
tember, about nine miles from the 
city of Lucern, when, by the fall of 
a part of the Rigiberg mountain, 
four villages, with above 1000 peo- 
ple, were in ia few minutes over- 
whelmed, and buried more than 200 
feet deep ! 

May our Lord grant that this 
dreadful judgment may be produc- 
tive of the most salutary effects for 
all the survivors ! 

IRELAND. 
Hibernian Society. 

In the. Evangelical Magazine for 
Dec. last, a report from the com- 
mittee of the Hibernian Society was 
inserted ; in which it was stated, 
That a defigite and very small num- 
ber of Ministers are known to 
preach the gospel in the provinces of 
Connaught and Munster, Since 
that period, however, information of 
a more agreeable nature has been 
communicated by some respectable 
friends, whereby it appears that a 
much greater number of evangeli- 
cal ministers are actually employed 
in those parts of Ireland, The com- 
mittee rejoice to find that their 
first information was incomplete ; 
and they most ardently wish for the 
co-operation of all denominations in 
their endeavours to improve the re- 
ligious state of Ireland. 

Signed 
(by order of the committee) 
S. Miruus, Treasurer ; 
J. CampsBe tt, Secretary. 


Extract of q Letter froma Clergy- 
man in Ireland. 


“ | wave been going about from 
town to town, and village to village, 
7 seo of Bibles and Testaments: 
and I am happy to tell you that the 
call for them is very great. Many of 
the Catholics have got them, both by 
conation and purchase; and al- 

: though the priests have obliged ma- 
ny to give them up, yet they are no 
sooner returned than others get 
them; and many poor people are 
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very desirous to read them, and 


hear them read. Indeed, the oppo- 
sition of the priests makes many 
individuals more anxious to obtain 
them. If the Lord spare me, I 
mean to continue this work, until 
i have spread the word-.of life 
through most parts of this benight- 
ed country. I cannot so well dis- 
pose of Tracts. There has been a 
Tract;written by a priest, dissuading 
the people from reading our Tracts ; 
and saying, that the Irish are not to 
be cheated out of their religion. 
But He, whose church is his glory, 
will do his own pleasure, and estab- 
lish his own kingdom in opposition 
to all the powers of Anti-Christ !” 


SCOTLAND. 


A Sunday School has been con- 
ducted for two years past, under the 
patronage of Messrs. Findlay and 
Co. of the Catrine Cotton - Works ; 
and Tf hope that the seed which has 
been so humbly sown in that place, 
will, under the enlivening influence 
of the Holy Spirit, one day eminent- 
ly display its fruit to the honour of 
Jesus. To the daily duties, an 
evening meeting has recently been 
added. One of the Village Sermons 
is read; and the service is begun 
and concluded with prayer and 
praise. Nearly 400 persons attend, 
and much good appears to be going 
on. 
Upon the 16th of March last, men- 
tion having previously been made of 
the laudable exertions of “ The 
British and Foreign Bible Society,” 
the young persons who attend, col- 
lected among themselves 1/. 2s. 6d. ; 
which was contributed with the 
greatest zeal and cheerfulness. 

JEws. 

Paris, Dec. 15. The grand San- 
hedrim, which was to have been 
opened on the 10th of October, but 
which*was postponed, will doubtless 
commence its proceedings in a few 
days.— Most of the Rabbis, chosen 
for the different departments of 
France, are now at Paris. The 
Jews of Amsterdam have also elect- 
ed deputies to thisassembly. 
Dec. 
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Dec. 18. The Hebrew Assem- 
bly, it is said, has passed a Decree, 
consisting of 27 articles ; accordin 
to which there is to bea Conaistorial 
Synagogue in each department, 
which contains 2000 individuals, 
professing the religion of Moses. 
A Grand Rabbi isto be elected by 
the Consistorial Synagogue, whose 
salary is to be 3000 francs. 


EDINBURGH MISSIONARY SOCIE- 
TY. 


A letter has lately been received 
from Mr. Brunton, at Karass. He 
repeats, in strong terms, what was 
mentioned in .a former letter, that 
several Effendis of the first rank in 
that country make no secret of their 
suspicions respecting the truth of 
their own religion, and discover a 
strong desire to understand the 
New Testament. .They do what 
they can to read it in Arabic; but 
most of them, it is feared, with lit- 
tle success. They earnestly wish 
for a translation of it in Turkish ; 
and it is much to be regretted, that 
there is no translation of it to be had 
in a language so extensively spoken. 
In order to convert people, they 
must be instructed; “ and here,” 
says Mr. Brunton, “there are few 
ways of instructing the Mohamme- 
dans, but by quietly circulating 
among them small tracts, and copies 
of the Scriptures, Were this done 
in a wise and prudent manner, I am 
persuaded, from what,has already 
taken place, that the happiest ef- 
fects would soon follow.” Mr. B. 
concludes with saying, “ Consider 
the nature of the Mohammedan re- 
ligion, the state of the countries in 
which it is professed, and the pro- 
phecies respecting it in the Holy 
Scriptures, and you must be con- 
vinced that it. will meet with an aw- 
ful and sudden downfal : but for this 
the minds of Mohammedans must 


be gradually prepared.” ° 
FRANCE. 


From some recent statements, it 
appears that Protestantism is reviv- 
ing in various parts of the French 
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dominion. By the union of Gene. 
va, and of the German provinces on 
the left bank of the Rhine, a very 
considerable addition is made to the 
number of Protestants. subject to 
France. The Protestant pastors re- 
ceive an allowance, in the country 
places, of about 1001, a year; and 
in cities, about double that sum. 
A seminary is proposed to be, es- 
tablished for Protestants; the ex- 
nse attending which, it is intend. 
ed to defray by means of voluntary 
contributions and annual charity 
sermons throughout the Protest:nt 
community in France. It is like- 
wise added, that very little doubt 
eXists of their ability,:in this way, 
to obtain the object)of ergeting and 
maintaining ‘the proposed éstablish- 
ment. ! it 3 bos 
; y _— ty es 
SOUTH AFRICA, (0 7) 
The following interesting particulare 
a mission to the Namaquas are 
extracted from a letter, written b 
Mr?'@. Albrecht, dated Cape’ of 
Good Hope, May 18, 1806, addres- 
sed to the Directors of the Missione 
ary Society at Rotterdam, who had 
the management of the African 
misstons, while the Cape was in the 
hands of the Dutch, but-which have 
now reverted into thé hands of the 
Missionary Society in London : 


_(Translated from the Dutch.) 
Beloved Brethren, 


We have suffered much in our 
journey through the barren desert : 
but God shews us that he is a hearer 
of the prayers of his servants, and 
a preserver from destruction. He 
assisted us through the wilderness 
to the Orange River; where we 
staid three, months among the hea- 
then. During that time a way was 
opened for us to the Great Nama- 
qua country, whither we went, jand 
at which we rejoiced greatly. We 
here found a fountain, in the vicini- 
ty of which we fixed our residence, 
and called this spot The Happy De- 
liverance! 

Here we have employed ourselves 
in cultivating a garden for our main- 
tenance ; but as the country is <4 

ry, 
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dry, ind the soil bad, we are afraid 
we shall not be able to procure cofn. 
The climate ‘also is very hot, and 
the air oppressive. It seldom rains, 

id never without thunder; but in 
consequence of much rain last year, 
there is now tolerably good pasture. 
The inhabitants in general. are obli- 
ged to live entirely without bread, 
the country being unfit for the pro- 
duction of corn. We have, how- 
ever, a kitchen garden and corn- 
fields, which, if successful, will af- 
ford subsistence both for ourselves 
and for the congregation. 

We have a favourable prospect of 
success ; for, we trust, all the chiefs 
will receive the word of God; and 
we hope, in process of time, to pro- 
ceed farther into the country. The 
number of heathen who come to us 
increases continually; and, to our 
great joy, about half of those who 
are with us understand the Dutch 
language. 

Brother Sydenfaden has visited 
a Namaqua kraal; the chief of 
which is called Choebap. Brother 
S. invited him, with his people, to 
hear the word, as he had before 
heard something of it. In answer, 
he expressed himself as_follows;:— 
«‘ That word is too great to be neg- 
lected ! all the chiefs in the Nama- 
qua country ought to listen to it! 
Here, under this tree, they ought 
to come (meaning the place where 
he heard brother Sydenfaden preach 
the gospel) then they will themsel- 
ves find that this wordis great! All 
the chiefs in this country ought to 
have one mind, and accept this word; 
and afterwards, that word ought to 
be preached in the centre of the 
Namaqua country, that every one 
may come and hear it !”’ How much 
brother S. rejoiced at these ex- 
pressions, you may easily conceive ; 
but he had the mortificatidn to ob- 
serve, that Satan was also at work. 
A Hottentot, called Absalom, who 
came from the Snow Mountains, de- 
ceives the ignorant heathen by ma- 
ny juggling tricks, so that he pro- 
cures many followers. This man, 
perceiving that he would lose all his 
evedit and influence, if the gospel 
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should be received, advised them 
not to listen to brother S.; and, ev- 
en in his presence declared, that all 
the people whe came from Europe, or 
from Cape Town, were great rascals. 
Thus he caused almost the whole 
kraal to hate the word of God ; and 
brother S. was in great danger of 
being murdered by them: but*he 
was silent, and did not contradict 
Absalom. The next day, however, 
when they were a little composed, 
brother S. spoke earnestly to them ; 
and told them what a great sin Ab- 
salom had commétted: in. conse- 
quence of which he trembled, : and 
denied every word he had said. 
Now, he was afraid, in his turn, of 
being killed ; but as brother S. 
spoke in his behalf, he promised nev- 
er to speak any more against the 
word of God. 

When brother S. left this kraal, 
he asked the chief, whether he was 
still inclined to hear the word of 
God; which he answered in the 
affirmative ; and added, I will come 
myself to the Happy Deliverance, 
and see whether the Oorlam Hot- 
tentots (i.e. those who served the 
Christians; and were therefore 
looked upon as more civilized) have 
accepted the word of God: if that 
be the case, I shall endeavour to 
persuade all the chiefs in the Na- 
maqua country to accept of it; for 
if I alone accept of it, they will kill 
me, and thereby war be occasioned 
among us.” 

We have now upwards of 300 of 
the Oorlam and River Hottentots 
with us, who have daily an opportu. 
nity of being instructed in the truths 
of the gospel. Sometimes we also 
see some Bosjeemen. It appears 
to us, that the heathen here have a 
desire to be acquainted with the 
word of salvation, Though we suf- 
fer poverty, and are in want of 
all earthly comforts, which we could 
have enjoyed in our native country, 
yet we are satisfied if we. perceive 
that our feeble endeavours are bles- 


sed from on high. . We shall al- 


ways rejoice, if we can be instru- 
mental in the extension of the gos- 
pel of Christ. 

My 
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My brethren will now, according 
to their promises, be occupied in 
building a house ; for we have been 
obliged to hold divine service in the 
open air ; which is rather dangerous, 
on account of the number of ser- 
pents, scorpions, venomous spiders, 
and other dangerous creatures. 
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On Sunday evening, when I was 
preaching to a number of people, a 
young serpent happehed to creep 
round my leg; I endeavoured to 
kill it, but could not: however it 
pleased the Lord to make it flee 
from me, so that I proceeded un- 
molested. 
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GOD, A REFUGE IN TROUBLE. 

“YET, gracious God! amidst these storms of nattre, 
Fhine eyes behold a sweet and sacred calm 
Reign thro’ the realms of conscience : all within 
Lies peaceful, allcomposed. ’Tis wondrous Grace 
Keeps off thy terrors from this humble bosom ; 
Tho’ stain’d with sins and follies, yet serene 
In penitential peace and cheerful hope, 
Sprinkled and guarded with atoning blood. 
Thy vital smiles, amidst this desolation, 
Like heav’Aly sunbeams, hid behind the clouds, 
Break out in happy moments, with bright radiance 
Cleaving the gloom ; the fair celestial light 
Softens and gilds the horrors of the storm, 
And richest cordials to the heart conveys. 

*O glorious solace of immense distress, 
A Conscience and 4 God! This is my rock 
Of firm support, my shield of sure defence 
Against infernal arrows. Rise, my soul! 
Put on thy courage : hére’s the living spring 
Of joys divinely sweet and ever new, 
A peaceful conscience, and a smiling Heaven. 

“* My God, permit a creepimg worm to say, 


Thy Spirit knows I love thee. 


Worthless wretch, 


To dare to lové a God ! But Grace requires, 

And Grace accepts. Thou seest my lab’ring soul. 
Weak as my zeal is, yet my zeal is true ; 

It bears the trying furnace. Love divine 


Constrains me : 


am thine. Incarnate Love 


Has seiz’d, and holds me in almighty arms : 

Here’s my salvation, my eternal hope, : 

Amidst the wreck of worlds and dying nature, 

E am the Lord’s, and he forever mine !” 
“Almighty Pow’r, I love thee! blissful name, 

My healer God! and may my inmost heart 


Love and adore forever! O ’tis 


good 


Fo wait submissive at thy holy throne, 

To leave petitions at thy feet, and bear 

Thy frowns and silence with a patient soul. 

The hand of Mercy is not short to save, 

Nor is the ear of heavenly Pity deaf. 

To mortal cries. IT fotic’d all my groans, 

And sighs, and long complaints, with wise delay, 
Tho’ painful to the sufferer, and thy hand 


In proper moment brought desir’d relief.” 


I. Watts. 
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